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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes of Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council 
Held on 2 December 2013 at The Coffee Tavern 

 

PRESENT 

Cllr. G. Johns (Chairman) 

Cllr. J. Conner 
Cllr. B. Coulter 
Cllr. L. Doherty 
Cllr. B. Piggott 

Cllr. M. Simkins 
Cllr. L. Tribbick 
Cllr. G. Wigley 
Cllr. R. Windmill 

 

IN ATTENDANCE Heidi Head (Parish Clerk)   

ALSO PRESENT General Public x17; Cllr. Marion Mustoe  
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

 
2. SPECIFIC DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Piggott declared an interest in Agenda Item 9 (5). 
 
3. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

Points brought to the attention of the Parish Council (PC) 

• Results of Public Consultation - did the Parish Council look at responses in parish by road; 
yes. 
 

4. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES FOR EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 04/11/13 

It was agreed unanimously to accept the minutes of the Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish 
Council held on 4th November 2013; the Chairman signed the minutes.  

 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES (for information) 

(1) Planning Response time – 04/11/13; Clerk to chase CBC for response. 
(2) Holmans Field Bridge – 04/11/13; Clerk to confirm work timing/completion. 
(3) Trees/riverbank – 04/11/13; Clerk to write to land owners. 
(4) Japanese Knotweed – 04/11/13; Clerk to write to home owners. 
(5) Bus Route – 04/11/13; Clerk to chase CBC for response. 
(6) Ground Maintenance Contract- 04/11/13; Clerk to send out tenders. 

 
6. REPRESENTATIVES 

(1) Central Beds Council (CBC): www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

Cllr. Mustoe addressed the council. 
(1.1) Harling Road – Planning application was refused, site is now being cleared. 
(1.2) Junction of Harling Rd/Bower Lane/Dunstable Road – CBC are looking into this 

request for the speed limit to be moved back to a safer position. Will update the 
council on this matter accordingly. 

(1.3) Social Housing in parish – CBC are launching a consultation so that local residents 
can have their say on proposals to introduce a new ‘allocations scheme’ … to 
respond to this visit the CBC website or call 0300 300 4237.  Residents can also 
contact Cllr. Mustoe direct for help/advice regarding upgrading/downgrading their 
property. 

(1.4) Heating Oil – the Bedfordshire Rural Community Charity (BRCC) are currently 
looking at developing oil-buying groups in rural Bedfordshire as heating oil users 
may be able to negotiate cheaper prices for oil tanks and heating equipment as part 
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as a group.  In you are interested in setting up an oil-buying group in your area you 
can contact Lisa King at BRCC on 01234 832643. 

(1.5) Refuse Collection/Tidy Tips – the only days the tidy tips close are Christmas day, 
Boxing day and New Year’s Day and will close at 1pm on Christmas Eve and New 
Years Eve.  The Christmas bin collection changes start from Friday 21st December 
2013, for more information on these changes and other Christmas timings please 
visit the CBC website for all details. 

(2) Bedfordshire Police: There were no representatives of Bedfordshire Police in attendance. 
Crime report from 06/09/13 to 03/12/13.    
ASB - There were 2 reported incidents of anti-
social behaviour between the dates of 
06/11/2013 and 03/12/2013. Classified as below: 
1. A vehicle was reported as abandoned on 

BOWER LANE since 18/11/2013. This has been 
logged and the vehicle is not causing an 
obstruction. 

2. A vehicle was reported as parking in-front of 
their neighbour’s garage. Officers attended 
and stated that there was no obstruction. 

 

If you have any information regarding any of the above incidents or wish to contact any 
Leighton Buzzard PCSO, then please call 01582 473411 or email us at 
LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
7. EB LIONS/FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Working Group met and from the information supplied from the Public 
Meeting/Consultation, opinion in the working group was divided but the majority of members 
present recommended the following: 

• On the basis of the current proposals, would be inclined not to support such a pitch. 

• The Rye – not to be pursued.   

• Holmans Field – before a final decision made (support or not) the PC needs to obtain 
more detail from EB Lions on the proposals for this site.  The Working Group feels that 
there has not been enough detail regarding this site and it’s usage for such a facility.  
The group therefore recommends that the PC request a full case study of this site from 
EB Lions; to include usage of the facility, parking requirements from EB Lions and other 
recreation ground users (i.e. Tennis Club) and the impact on the road/traffic system.   In 
addition confirmation on the use of the facility by other community groups, i.e. EB 
Academy and their terms of use. 

• The group was inclined to consider such a pitch on a site which would command 
general popular support; however it was not aware of any such available site. 

(7.1) The council considered the recommendations and it was proposed/seconded that the all-
weather pitch at The Rye not be pursued; For = 5, Against =4.  Proposal carried. 

(7.2) Cllr. Piggott put forward a motion in relation to Holmans Field (attached to the minutes) 
and requested that this be considered by the council and put to a vote, with the vote 
being recorded.  The motion was read to all councillors and amended where requested.  
The motion was proposed/seconded and put forward for a vote; Against - Cllr. Tribbick, 
Cllr. Windmill, Cllr. Dougherty, Cllr. Wigley = 4 ; For - Cllr. Johns, Cllr. Piggott, Cllr. Conner, 
Cllr. Coulter =4; Abstain – Cllr. Simkins = 1.  Due to an equality of votes the Chairman 
exercised his casting vote in favour of this motion.  Motion carried.  

  
 
 

 
Recorded Crime 

Crime Type 

 

06/09/12 

to 

03/12/12 

06/09/13 

to 

03/12/13 

Domestic Burglary 3 0 

Burglary Other 1 1 

Vehicle Crime 5 3 

Other Theft 3 3 

Criminal Damage 1 2 

Drugs 1 0 

Other Notifiable Offences 1 0 

Total 15 9 
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All Councillors 
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8. PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Planning Applications, November 2013 

Application  Planning Location/application Comment 

CB/13/03795 St. Mary The Virgin Church, High Street, 
Eaton Bray, LU6 2DL - extension to 
include toilet facility. 

No objection 
 
(Cllr. Tribbick declared an interest) 

CB/13/03875 Ash Tree Paddock, Stanbridge Rd – 
create an access road within existing 
site/re-design existing site layout 

No objection 

CB/13/03733 Land adjacent to 43 The Rye – 
demolition of existing & conversion of 
redundant agricultural barn to 
residential 

No objection 

 

 
9. BUSINESS MATTERS 

(1) CBC Budgeting/Council Tax Support: There will be no payment of CTS money to Parish 
Councils for 2014-20155. 

(2) Pavilion/Social Club: Clerk has put forward amended letters for final tender, awaiting 
confirmation from Cllr. Wigley/Windmill.  Once agreed, Clerk to send out tenders. Agreed. 

(3) Community Asset: Local Pub:  Cllr. Windmill/Clerk to complete forms where necessary. 
Agreed. 

(4) Cricket Club Lease: Response received from Cricket Club.  Clerk to forward response to 
council’s Solicitors, advising the council which comments raised are relevant to the PC and 
those which are not.  Agreed. 

(5) Allotment Agreement: Cllr. Johns proposed he go through the NALC agreement and 
current council agreement, amending accordingly and bring to PC for approval. Agreed. 
The council was informed that a request was made to them to look at the fence 
surrounding the two allotment plots at Holmans Field.  It was proposed the Clerk get a 
contractor to look at the fence, i.e. repair/straightening and bring quotations to the council 
for consideration. Agreed. 

(6) Handyman cover: due to the village handyman not being available for December a 
recommendation was put to the council that Cllr. Coulter would cover the general jobs 
carried out by the handyman and the salary for the month (£136) be paid to the Salvation 
Army Philippine appeal.  All agreed. 
   

10. REPORTS 

(1) Chairman’s Correspondence:  
(1.1) Letter from EB Academy; thanking the Parish Council for their kind donation 

towards the school play equipment and inviting councillors to visit the school - read 
to Councillors. 

(1.2) Email from CBC; salt bin – read to Councillors, forwarded to EB Academy for 
information.  

(1.3) Email from CBC; Verge & Footway Prohibition – read to Councillors, Clerk to put 
notice on website/Facebook/twitter pages.  Agreed. 

(1.4) Email from CBC; capital project for EB public Bridleway No. 4 –an excellent idea, do 
not have specific information, but please keep PC informed.  Clerk to respond. 
Agreed. 

(1.5) Email enquiring about land in Harling Road for horse/dwelling –  this is not a PC 
matter but CBC Planning, however the PC would not support such a proposal on 
greenbelt land. 

(2.1) Parish Clerk: the Clerk handed out the read file for circulation. 
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(2) Coffee Tavern/Cottage:  No items to report. 
(3) Cemetery: No items to report. 
(4) Finance: See item 11 for report. 
(5) Working Groups:  

(6.1) The new raised flower beds are fitted and planted out on Market Square. 
(6.2) EBAT are now proposing to do the same style of raised planter around the Knights 

Close notice board.  Agreed. 
 

11. FINANCE; Budget/Precept 2014-2015 
(11.1) 2014/15 Budget: The council looked through spends for the year and put forward 

recommendations.  Clerk/Cllr. Windmill to finalise draft budget for approval at PC 
meeting in January 2014.  Agreed. 

(11.2) 2014/15 Precept: The council looked at current spends for the year and for the 
following year.  Due to the removal of the Council Tax Support funding and 
forecasted overspend in 2014/15 it was proposed to increase the precept from 
£65,000 to £70,000 (7.67% increase).  All agreed. 

(11.3) Salary Review:  the following salary reviews were proposed – 
(11.3.1) The Clerk’s new scale to be SCP23 at £10.603 p/hr, the new scale to take 

effect as of 1 April 2014.  All agreed. 
(11.3.2) The Handyman’s new hourly rate to be increased to £9.00 p/hr, the new 

rate to take effect as of 1 April 2014.  All agreed. 
 

 

12. ACCOUNTS: TO RESOLVE TO PAY NOVEMBER 2013; Presented to council - all agreed. 
 

 

           MONTHLY PAYMENTS: NOVEMBER 2013 

Ground Maintenance £1,595.10 

War Memorial garden maintenance £55.00 

Village improvements: raised bed, plants, bulbs £63.78 

Repair to perimeter fencing: school lane £420.00 

Christmas Brass Band: song sheets/posters £48.00 

Salaries (Clerk & Handyman) £1,038.68 

HM Revenue & Customs (PAYE/NIC) £106.60 

TOTAL Monthly Outgoings £3,279.16 

 
13. NEXT AGENDA 

• Items for the next Parish Council Meeting Agenda MUST BE SUBMITTED to the Clerk NO 
LATER THAN Thursday 26th December 2013.  All Councillors please note that items submitted 
after this date will not be included in the January agenda and will have to be deferred to 
the Parish Council Meeting scheduled in February 2014. 
 

The meeting closed at 9:45pm.  
 
 

Next meeting to be held:  
Parish Council Meeting: Monday 6th January 2013: 7:30pm at The Coffee Tavern 
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