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These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them,
please phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of

the unit will be confirmed. The defibrillator is easy and safe to use. 
The units can be found on the outside walls of the following locations:

DAGnAll: Red Lion Public House & Munns Farm Shop
EATon BRAy: The Coffee Tavern

noRThAll: The Swan Public House
EDlESBoRoUGh: Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Baptist Church & Summerleys

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy or content of any advertising or articles
publishedin ‘this’ magazine, neither do they refl ect the opinion of members of the Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be reproduced without permission.

01525 221630   www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk
EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY

The paper used for this magazine is sourced
from sustainable forests and can be recycled

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

KINDLY NOTE
Articles and events for publication must be submitted to the Editor by the 10th
of the preceding month. August/September and December/January are joint
issues and articles must be submitted by 10th July and 10th November
respectively. If an event falls in the first week of the month, it is advisable to
submit the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are not delivered
from the printers until the first of the month and it takes a few days for them all
to be circulated throughout the villages by our volunteer distributors. Editor
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GEnERAl ASSiSTAnCE (RECoMMEnDED nUMBER): 101    EMERGEnCy: 999
TExTPhonE SERViCE: 18001 101

BEDfoRDShiRE PoliCE: (EATon BRAy)
T/Sgt 6268 Amy ison Leighton Buzzard Community Policing Team

duncombe drive, Leighton Buzzard TElEPhonE: 01582 473408

ThAMES VAllEy PoliCE (EDlESBoRoUGh, DAGnAll & noRThAll)
PCSo Mike Coker Email: WingNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk

To REPoRT non URGEnT CRiME: www.thamesvalley.police.uk

POLICE CONTACT DETAILS

EDAN COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE
Co-oRdinAToR: Peter Williams 01442 842506

Email: peterw500@aol.com

noRThAll VillAGE hAll: lorna Cubbage 07857 318696 
Email: northallvhbookings@gmail.com Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk/nvh

EATon BRAy VillAGE hAll: norman lee 07975 797202 & Jane Taylor 07852 586045 
Email: northallvhbookings@gmail.com  Website: www.ebvh.co.uk

CoffEE TAVERn: Julie Mahoney 07836 240467
Website: https://eatonbray.com/coffee-tavern/

DAGnAll VillAGE hAll: Bev Way 07875 462128 & Trish owen 07762 151364 
Email: DVH_Bookings@outlook.com

EDlESBoRoUGh MEMoRiAl hAll: Penny Pataky 01525 229358
Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

EDlESBoRoUGh PAVilion: 07836 240467
Email: booking@edthepav.org  Website: https://edthepav.org.uk/

BOOKING CONTACTS

EATon BRAy PARiSh CoUnCil: 07931 479663
Email: clerk@eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk

EDlESBoRoUGh PARiSh CoUnCil (including Dagnall & northall): 01525 229358
Email: clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   Website:www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

MAnnED PhonE hoURS: 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls). Call us if you
want help getting to the surgery/hospital and collecting prescriptions.
We help people of Eaton Bray, Edlesborough, Northall and Totternhoe.

EATON BRAY GOOD NEIGHBOURS HELPINE 07930 987064
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This group meets in Edlesborough Pavilion
on the first Thursday of each month from
2.30 pm. A get together to meet and share
friendship, information and mutual
support. There will also be speakers and
medical professionals to address members’
questions and requests.

We grateful to the Pavilion Trustees and the
Burghope Trust for their support. no need

to book just come along to the pavilion.
upcoming sessions will include speakers
talking about all aspects of living with a
cancer diagnosis and treatments.

in August our will be 
Sue Lawrence a specialist
lymphodema nurse and
our September speaker
will be dr.nabeel.
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WEEKly
mon-Sun St. Mary’s Edlesborough opening times are

limited - Please see notice board and website
mon-Sun Pavilion Gym mon-Frid 6:30am to 9:30pm

Sat/Sun 8am-8pm email Gym@edthepav.org.uk
mon-Sun Pavilion open for members. m-T 6:30am-9pm, 

F 6:30am-10pm, S/S 8am-8pm 
email: General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk

mon-Fri* Eaton Bray Pre-school eaton Bray lower School,
01525 220468, admin@eba.ec

mon-Fri* Edlesborough Primary Academy Pre-School
01525 220431, epamanager@epa-primary.org 

mon-Fri* Totternhoe Pre-school Totternhoe Ce Acad 
01582 662959 totternhoeoffice@tot.dsamat.co.uk

mon Pilates 10.45am, Totternhoe memorial hall, 
lisa: 07832 230774

mon Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church
7.45-9.45pm, w:dagnall-community-choir.co.uk

mon* Movement and exercise classes with a dance
flavour, northall Vh 2-3.30. Jan 01442 864271.

mon Cubs (8-10 ½ yrsears old), 6.30pm - 8pm, 1st
eaton Bray & edlesborough Scout hut, high Street,
edlesborough. Contact liz Coates 01442 842550

mon Yoga 6:45pm, edlesborough memorial hall,
contact 07837 727302

mon Barre 8pm, edlesborough memorial hall, 
contact 07837 727302

mon Eaton Bray Tennis Club 4-7pm mini / junior
tennis coaching 

mon Eaton Bray Tennis Club 7-8pm Adult Coaching
‘get Back into Tennis’

Tues Pilates 10-11am, eaton Bray Village hall, 
nicky roussou 07861 162680

Tues* Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group 9.30-
11.15am, St. giles Church hall

Tues Tap & Ballet Classes JoAnn latus School of
Dance, 4-8pm, eaton Bray Vh, 07800 518654 

Tues** Coffee Morning Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 
10-11:30am, Salvation Army hall, Booth Place, eB

Tues Jazzercise 9:15-10:15, eaton Bray Village hall,
Beth 07539 739136

Tues Eaton Bray Tennis Club 6-7.30pm 
Social play for all adults

Tues Berkhamsted Taekwon-do Kids 5.45pm-
6.30pm, Dagnall Village hall, 07813 755785

Tues Berkhamsted Taekwon-do Adults 6.30pm,
Dagnall Village hall, 07813 755785

Tues Movement is Medicine Pilates 1:30-2:30pm,
Billington hall, moira@stjudesclinic.com

Wed Pilates 8pm, northall Village hall, 
lisa: 07832 230774

Wed Northall & Dist Age Concern Wed Club 10am-
3pm, northall Village hall, Dee 07854 230243

Wed Art Course online 9.30 -11.30am, 
contact lorna moore 07896 619660

Wed Art Course Bellows mill eaton Bray, 2-4.30pm,
contact lorna moore 07896 619660

Wed Pilates 6-7pm, eaton Bray V.hall, heather holmes
07305 023077 pilateswithheather@mail.com

Wed Movement is Medicine Pilates 7-8pm & 8:05-
9:05pm Billington hall moira@stjudesclinic.com

Wed* Stay & Play toddler group ‘musical monkeys’
eaton Bray Village hall, 10am 07944 891235

Wed Knit and Natter 12-2pm edlesborough Pavilion
Di hedges 07794 075269

Wed Lunch Menu at The Pavilion
email ecsctrading@edthepav.org.uk

Thur KFPA Street dance classes edlesborough
memorial hall 4.15pm-6.30pm (4 years+) 
Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page
‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info

Thur Berkhamsted Taekwon-do Adults 6.30pm,
Dagnall Village hall, 07813 755785

Thur Beavers (6 to 8 years old), 6.15-7.30pm, 1st
eaton Bray & edlesborough Scout hut, high Street,
edlesborough. Contact:
ebebeaverleader@ebescouts.co.uk

Thur Explorers Scouts (14-18 years old), 8pm-
9.30pm, 1st eaton Bray & edlesborough Scout hut,
high Street, edlesborough. Contact Simon Betts,
simon_betts@hotmail.com

Thur Jazzercise 18:30-19:00 and 19:00-19:45, eaton
Bray Vh, Beth 07539 739136

Thur Retro Line Dance Class 11.15am to 12.45pm.
eaton Bray Village hall. Beginners welcome.
www.jukeboxjunction.co.uk
info@jukeboxjunction.co.uk 07864 212171

Thur Adult Board Games 12-2:30pm, Pavilion 
07740 197392 email Stevemunday1@gmail.com 

Thur* Move Better, Feel Better Pilates 10-11am,
edlesborough memorial hall 

* Term Time only 
** ForTnighTly
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Contact lesley Pickering, 07767 823202,
lesley@lesleypickering.com

Thur Lunch Menu at The Pavilion
email ecsctrading@edthepav.org.uk

Fri Tap & Ballet Classes JoAnn latus School of
Dance, 4-8pm, eaton Bray Vh, 07800 518654

Fri Jazzercise 9:15-10:15, eaton Bray Vh, 
Beth 07539 739136

Fri Scouts (10½ to 14 years old), 7.00-8.30pm, 1st
eaton Bray & edlesborough Scout hut, high Street,
edlesborough. Contact mark owen,
ebescoutleader@ebescouts.co.uk, 07899 892344

Fri “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes 10am-
11.30am, northall Village hall. Contact emma
Whittemore on 01525 376124

Fri Movement is Medicine Pilates 10-11am great
gaddesdon Parish hall, moira@stjudesclinic.com

Fri Food evening at The Pavilion
email ecsctrading@edthepav.org.uk

Sat Jazzercise 9-10am, eaton Bray Vh, 
Beth 07539 739136

Sat KFPA Musical theatre classes edlesborough
memorial hall 9.30-10.30am (4years+)
Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page
‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info

Sun Sunday Worship at 11am edlesborough Baptist
Church, moor end, lU6 2Fl. Contact: 01525
222064 or edlesboroughbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Sun Karate for kids & adults 3-4:15pm & 4:30-
5:45pm, eaton Bray Vh, Contact 07500 007779

Sun Eaton Bray Tennis Club 10am -12pm Social play
for all adults

MonThly
1st mon Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm,

The Coffee Tavern (except Jan-2nd monday)
1st mon Eaton Bray W.I. 7.30pm. eaton Bray methodist

Church hall. margaret Jones on 07478 061156
1st Tues Sewing Class 7-9pm, edlesborough Pavilion,

General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk
1st Tues Jewellery Making 7-9pm, edlesborough Pavilion

General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk
(Dates can vary)

1st Tues Dunstable & District Orbit (social &
charitable) Club Dunstable rugby Club, 8pm.
01525 222441

1st Wed* Messy Church 6-7:15pm, Salvation Army, Booth
Place, eaton Bray, lU6 2Dr

1st Thur Pavilion Cancer Support Group from 2.30 pm
in edlesborough Pavilion.

1st Sat St. Mary’s Church eaton Bray Coffee morning,
10:30am - 12 noon (July held on 2nd Saturday)

1st Sat Book Swap at St mary’s eaton Bray, 10:30am -
12 noon (July held on 2nd Saturday)

2nd mon Film Society Sept to June, 2pm, eaton Bray
Village hall, graham Chappell 07980 321977

2nd Tues Dunstable & District Local History Society
meeting, 7.45pm, methodist Church hall,
Dunstable

2nd Tues Edlesborough W.I. 7.30 pm, edlesborough
memorial hall. Contact Jackie Flint 01525 221618

2nD TUeS Adult board games club 7-9:30pm,
& Thur edlesborough Pavilion, 07740 197392, 

email Stevemunday1@gmail.com, 
edlesborough Pavilion members, guests and new 
enquirer’s welcome

2nd Thur Sewing Class 10:30am -12:30pm, edlesborough
Pavilion, General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk

2nd Fri Leukaemia Research Coffee Morning 2
Dunstable road, Dagnall 10.30 a.m. all welcome.
no meeting in September, June plant bring and
buy, December Sherry & mince pies

3rd Thur Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm, edlesborough Pavilion or as stated in
edlesborough Parish Council news

3rd Sat Junior board games club edlesborough
Pavilion, General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk 
(dates can vary)

3rd Sun Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, 
eaton Bray Village hall, Chris hewitt 222288

4th Wed Book club 7-10pm
General.enquiries@edthepav.org.uk
(dates can vary)

last Sat Coffee Morning 10:00-12 noon, edlesborough
methodist Church

* Term Time only 
** ForTnighTly
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Although it’s still summer, my diary is already
filling up for the autumn. one of the events
which i am very much looking forward to is
the north Chilterns group ‘Talking Point’  at
7.30pm on Wednesday 22nd october at St
Mary’s Eaton Bray. The subject is one which
is highly significant to us all: ‘Living as a
human in an Ai world.’ Artificial intelligence
is set to change our world profoundly. The
impact of Ai has been compared to that of
the industrial Revolution. What will be the
ethical and societal implications of this
breakthrough new technology? unESCo has
produced a set of Recommendations on the
Ethics of Artificial intelligence. Some of the
ethical dilemmas posed by Ai are addressed
on their website. These include examples of
gender bias in artificial intelligence,
including in algorithms and search-engine
technology. The use of Ai in judicial systems
around the world is increasing. There are
many ethical challenges concerning fairness
and Human Rights. Another area of
controversy is the use of Ai in the arts. And
then there are so-called driverless cars. What
kind of moral decisions would an
autonomous car make in relation to
pedestrians, for example? i am concerned
about the impact of Ai. i want to know about
safeguards, unintended consequences and
how we can preserve our uniqueness as
human beings with such technology
unleashed. 
‘Talking Point’ will be an opportunity to
explore the many issues, positive and
negative, which arise from the adoption of
Ai. We will be expertly guided through the
subject by our speaker, the Revd Canon dr
Tim Bull. As that impressive array of titles
suggests, Tim has held a range of roles over
his varied career. He is currently an Anglican

Priest serving at St Albans Cathedral and as
the diocesan director of ordinands for the
diocese of St Albans. That means he is the
leader of a team responsible for the
discernment and selection of future clergy.
Tim has previously been a member of the
Lee Abbey Community in devon, a Christian
community which runs retreats, holidays and
conferences. He was also a country vicar for
10 years in Chelmsford diocese. 
Prior to ordination, Tim gained a Phd from
durham university in software engineering.
He worked as a chartered software engineer,
and a university lecturer in computer
science. Tim is a member of the Society of
ordained Scientists and a Fellow of the Royal
Society of the Arts. He heads up the national
leadership development programme for
disabled and neurodivergent clergy and
laity. His interests include faith responses to
fake news and disinformation, and the
interface between theology and Artificial
intelligence – a topic on which he has
spoken widely. He is a founder member of
the Ai Christian Partnership.
Tim will be our guest speaker at ‘Talking
Point’. He will share his experience of Ai and
its implications, and then there will be the
opportunity to ask questions. i’m sure many
of us already have questions we would like
to bring to an expert. i hope you will be able
to come along to St Mary’s for
what promises to be an
illuminating and informative
evening. 
With every blessing, 
Joy. vicar of Eaton Bray with
Edlesborough

Eaton Bray with Edlesborough
~ Parish News ~

vicar: Rev’d Joy Cousans
The vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Associate Priest: Rev’d Stephen Burge
Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)

Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)
Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray
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Sunday 17th August 10.30am
Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st September 10.30am
Harvest Festival with Holy Communion  
For any queries please contact
Philip Lee on 07977 234453 or Dorothy Green on 01442 843237

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, DAGNALL
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2025

SERVICES at ST. MARY’S CHURCH, eaton Bray
SUNDAYS: 10am PARISH HOLY COMMUNION (apart from the third Sunday – see below)
on the FIRST and THIRD SUNDAYS of each month there is HOLY COMMUNION at 8am
on the THIRD SUNDAY of each month there is CAFE CHURCH at 10am, 
an informal service with coffee and croissants
WEEKDAYS: WEDNESDAY at 10am HOLY COMMUNION  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES
Details and ONLINE WORSHIP: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk

noRThAll BAPTiST ChAPEl
CHAPEL LAnE, noRTHALL

(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on the road towards Leighton Buzzard)

Everyone is welcome to our Sunday worship each week between 11am
and 12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to talk together.
For more information contact: John Hazell 01525 218142

Email: northallchapel@btinternet.com
Website: www.northallbaptistchurch.org

There has been a Baptist Chapel in northall for more than 200 years. 
Today we continue to seek to worship god, serve him in our daily lives and

support and encourage one another in the difficult and the joyful times.
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We are only accepting novels in good condition and we asking that you only bring
them when the Book Swap is open.  Please note we are not accepting cookery

books and factual books or any large amounts of books.  

For more information about Book Swap please contact:
Chris Sanders Email: chris.sanders45@gmail.com

Jenifer MacKenzie Email: jenimackenzie@hotmail.com

Large Hall/1st Floor                                      £12.50/hour

Committee Room/Ground Floor              £6.50/hour

Large Hall & Committee Room                £18.00/hour

Office / Ground Floor                                    £6.50/hour

Free WiFi, Kitchen, Disabled Toilets & Access Ramp

www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk/the-coffee-tavern/

For bookings please call 07836 240467
or the Parish Clerk on 07931 479663

Future Book Swap dates at St Mary’s Church
August 2nd 10.30 – 12.00

September 6th 10.30 – 12.00

The Book Swap continues to do well. Please come along to browse
our book shelf and enjoy coffee and cake in the church.
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Hello! i’m Rev Tim Haines and from
September i’ll be joining friends at Eaton Bray
Methodist Church for a year as they prepare
to leave their building and explore what it
means to be more present in the life of the
local community.

Hopefully, by the time you’re reading this, i’ll
have already met some of you at the brilliant
St Mary’s Village Carnival in July – i’ve heard
great things and am looking forward to
soaking up the atmosphere (and maybe some
cake too!).

i’m currently working in Houghton Regis with
an ecumenical community charity partnered
with the South Bedfordshire Methodist
Circuit. A lot of what i do is about connecting
people, listening to local hopes and concerns,
and helping build communities where
everyone feels they belong. i’m passionate
about faith that gets its hands dirty – the kind
that shows up not just on Sundays but in real
life, among real people, in all the ups and
downs.

The coming year will be a big one for the
Methodist church at Eaton Bray. After many
years worshipping in their building, they’ve
taken the bold decision to let it go and focus
instead on being church out and about – in
homes, cafes, pubs, community
halls, and wherever
people
gather. it’s a
huge
change, but
also a really
exciting
one.

of course, the building holds a lot of
memories and meaning for many people, and
we want to honour that. So on the afternoon
of Sunday 28th September, we’ll be holding
a special final service of thanksgiving in the
church building – a chance to celebrate,
reminisce, give thanks, and look ahead with
hope. Whether the church has been part of
your life or you’re just curious, you’d be really
welcome to come and celebrate this moment
with us. it’ll be informal, warm, and open to all.

As i’ve been preparing for the year ahead, a
verse from the Bible keeps coming to mind:
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it?” (isaiah 43:19). it’s a
reminder that even in times of change and
uncertainty, god is already at work – gently
calling us into new life, new connections, and
new hope.

i’ll be supporting the church through this
transition and getting involved in community
life wherever i can. if you see me around
(probably with a coffee in hand), do say hello
– i’d love to get to know you, hear a bit of your
story, and see how we can continue to bless
and serve this wonderful part of the world
together.

A New Chapter for Eaton Bray Methodist - and an Introduction!
by Rev Tim Haines
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EDLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Including Edlesborough • Dagnall • Northall • 2025

Clerk: Miss Penny Pataky | office hours: Mon - Fri 10am – 2pm (exc Wed) | email: clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk | Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil | 01525 229358

St Mary’s Village Carnival
Thank you to all those who came to see us at the
St Mary’s village Carnival. Well done to the
Carnival committee, the stall holders, all those
who participated in the procession and all those
who attended to make the day such a success for
the community.

Allotments
The annual allotment rent for 2025/26 is due to
be paid at the start of october 2025. The rent
due is £2.30 per pole.

EPC requests that payments are made by
internet banking. Any tenants not able to pay by
internet banking please contact the Clerk ASAP
to discuss an alternative payment method.

Please ensure rent is paid by 11th october 2025,
late payments will incur a £10 administration fee.

EPC currently holds a waiting list for all allotment
sites, anyone wishing to be added to the waiting
list should contact the Clerk. 

Buckinghamshire Councillors
Copies of the latest reports from the
Buckinghamshire Councillors can be viewed on
the EPC website alongside the minutes of the
EPC meetings.  

EPC Surgery
if you have a question or suggestion for the
Parish Council the Clerk will be available on the
first Thursday of September, december, March
and June in Edlesborough Pavilion from midday
– 2pm. The surgeries have been reduced to once
a quarter due to poor attendance.

Speedwatch & EDaN Traffic Management
Any parishioner interested in becoming involved
with the Edan Community Speedwatch for
Edlesborough Parish should contact Mr Alan
Williams via email at speedwatch@edlesborough-
pc.gov.uk or on 07828 398371.

Ivinghoe Freight Strategy
EPC have been informed that
there is an upcoming consultation

proposing to make changes to the zone’s Traffic
Regulation order (TRo), subject to statutory
consultation. The order will be adjusted to allow
exemptions for ‘local traffic and permit holders’.
This change will facilitate permissions for use of
the roads inside the zone by businesses based in
the zone and by their supply chains. This will
likely make use of a virtual ‘white list’ of
operators and vehicles with a permitted reason
for being there. it will provide a basis for
enforcement, potentially using camera
technology, under the Moving Traffic offences
(MTo) powers. The detail of the enforcement
capability is to be worked on with MTo
colleagues. Enforcement by MTo will be subject
to prioritisation and approvals which may
include any scheme and technology approval by
the Secretary of State.

if the “white list” is approved parishioners are
likely to see a small increase in Hgvs using the
B440.

once EPC has more information this will be
shared with parishioners.

Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings
will take place on:
• Thursday 18th September 2025  – in

Edlesborough Pavilion
• Thursday 16th october 2025 – in northall

village Hall
The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.

Parishioners are welcome to
attend all ordinary Parish
Council meetings and may ask
questions, raise issues, and
give suggestions during the
open Forum before the formal
start of the meeting. Council
requests that where possible questions, issues
and suggestions are submitted in writing to the
Clerk by the Tuesday preceding the meeting. 

The agenda and full minutes of previous Parish
Council meetings are available to view on the
website or from the Parish Clerk. 
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Over 300 people attended the two nights
at the beginning of June.

on the Friday night, for the first time, Jazz was
featured as the headline act and the Barrel
House vipers did not let us down. Rachel, the
lead singer, gave powerful and clever
renditions of some well known standards. 
The vipers were supported by Heidi Browne &
The Alex Hart Band. Heidi skilfully mimicked
instruments to increase her range of sounds.

There was a little bit of dancing towards the
end of the evening, but we could not have
known what was in store for Saturday.

We had escaped the heavy thunderstorms
during the week, but early Saturday evening
there was a downpour leaving some
concertgoers drenched. So, with steam rising
from some of the audience, The dicemen

opened proceedings with a wide-ranging
selection of songs, beautifully performed.
dolly Mavies and her band then raised the
tempo and shoes were being tapped.

This was the setting for a tour de force from
our friends Man the Lifeboats. Quite a few of
their “groupies” had bought tickets so they
were playing to a home crowd. The evening
ended with 170 people dancing the Conga
through the pews and naves, which was a
sight to behold. A great night was had by all.

By donating merchandise, the group raised
£140 for the local Food Bank. 

The on-line Ticket Agency will be open from
the end of november.

They used to say that if you haven’t seen
Bruce Springsteen in Concert, you haven’t
lived, well……………….!
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ThE fRiEnDS of ThE ChURCh on
ThE hill, EDlESBoRoUGh

We are delighted to
confirm that St Mary’s
Church, Edlesborough will
be participating in Heritage
open days (Hod’s) 13-21st
September 2025.  This is
England’s largest festival of
history and culture.  Both

digital and in-person events will be taking place
across England.

Hod’s is about celebrating our local
communities and stories which feel more
important than ever as we slowly return to the
places we cherish.  Places across the country
throw open their doors to celebrate their
heritage, community and history.

it's your chance to see hidden places and try out
new experiences – and it’s ALL FREE!

The Friends or the Church on the Hill will have
displays about village history and plans showing
how the Church building has changed, which fits
with this year’s theme of architecture.  As a
bonus, Sophie Chaplin, our local photographer
will be showcasing her Project, please see below

for a summary, we will be launching her
exhibition on Saturday 13th September.

The Church will be manned Saturday 13th &
Sunday 14th September 10-4pm cream teas will
be available.  The Church will be open but
unmanned the following weekend and
volunteers will try to open for the remaining
days of the festival – look out for the ‘open’ sign
on our notice board.

We look forward to seeing you at this event.

Friends of the Church on the Hill

HOD’s website - heritageopendays.org.uk

Friends Facebook Page – Friends of the Church
on the Hill

FREE to
explore
at

Doorstep Photos Project – Five Years On
in 2020, during the Covid-19 lockdowns, Sophie
Chaplin Photography began the doorstep
Photos Project — capturing families, individuals,
and businesses on their doorsteps across Eaton
Bray, Edlesborough, northall, and dagnall. it was
a way to connect while apart, to document
resilience and unity in an uncertain time. What
started as a simple idea quickly grew into a
powerful community effort, raising £1,526 for
the Hospice of St Francis and preserving a
unique moment in our shared history.

now, five years later, she is returning to 
those same doorsteps to reflect on how 
life has changed — growing families, 
evolving businesses, and new beginnings. This
time, the project supports a new cause: raising
funds for a defibrillator on Bower Lane. While the
first project captured a pause in time, this one
celebrates progress and continued community
spirit. if you’d like to be involved (limited to 10
families) or support the fund, please visit:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sophie-
chaplin-photography

SOPHIE’S PROjECT
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PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk: Mrs Heidi Head | email: clerk@eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk | Telephone/Text: 07931 479663

For full contact details visit the Parish Council website.  Follow Eaton Bray on
Facebook - Keep up to date with wht is going on in the parish.

EATON BRAY

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT:
jUNE 2025
A hard copy of the draft minutes can be
viewed on the Parish Council notice board at
The Coffee Tavern.
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray
Parish Council can be found on our website:
www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
To keep up to date with what is happening in
your parish, you can get all Parish Council
news and updates from the Parish Council
website. The website has all Parish Council
meeting agendas, minutes, financial
documents and contact information as well as
official sponsored events/initiatives and is the
official council communications website. visit
it here: www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk

EATON BRAY FACEBOOK PAGE
                    Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on
                    Facebook, keep up to date with 
                    your Parish Council and what is 
                    going on in the parish:
https://www.facebook.com/EatonBray

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
A copy of the Parish Council’s Finance &
Annual Reports can be viewed on the Parish
Council Website.

PARISH COUNCIL REGULATIONS/POLICIES
Copies of the Parish Council’s
regulations/policies can be seen on the Parish
Council Website.

FixMyStreet
CBC have a reporting system to make
reporting easier, quicker and more accurate.
To report and track highways and
environment problems go online/use the
FixMyStreet app:
https://fixmystreet.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/

                  THE MEADS ALLOTMENTS: 
                  Allotment Inspection - SEPT 2025
An allotment inspection is due to be carried
out on Tuesday 9th September 2025.

date subject to change, please check the
Parish Council website for any updates.

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 2ND JUNE 2025, 
from 7:30pm
(Minutes ratified at the Parish Council Meeting
on Monday 7th July 2025)----

CBC CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
Your Ward Councillor: Cllr Philip Spicer
Email: Philip.Spicer@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Website: 
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Email:
customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uK -
CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8301
1) CBC Call for Sites: CBC are currently in the

process of updating the Local Plan for
Central Bedfordshire. As part of this there
will be a need to allocate sites for new
homes and jobs, and potentially
supporting infrastructure. The 'Call For
Sites' took place between november 2024
and January 2025. 626 sites were put
forward, for various uses, including:
residential, commercial, renewable energy
and green spaces. details on link:
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/in
fo/332/call_for_sites

(2) A505 Maintenance Program: CBC is to carry
out general maintenance to the road,
works commencing August 2025.

(3) Bower Lane resurfacing. Planned works
commencing 9th June 2025.

(4) Streetlights: The red/white lights on top of
the streetlights. This is an automated
system, light sensitive, which can be
controller from a central point (CBC).

(5) drains: CBC have a drain Rota for works
throughout their wards. Eaton Bray is due
to be cleaned october/november 2025.

BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE
• general Assistance/recommended number:

101 - Emergency: 999
• Textphone service: 18001 101
• Follow local policing team on Facebook:
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https://www.facebook.com/leightonbuzzard
policing/

• Crime Map for your area (details can be
found on the Bedfordshire Police website) :
https://www.beds.police.uk/area/your-
area/bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire/leight
on-buzzard--rural/about-us/crime-map

PLANNING APPLICATIONS/APPEALS/
ENFORCEMENT NOTICES – jUNE 2025
A copy of the Parish Council’s response to
planning applications can be seen on the
Parish Council Minutes available on the Parish
Council website or obtained by applying to
the Parish Clerk.

RECREATION GROUNDS
• School Lane: gas cannisters are being

dumped, the Clerk to chase CBC regarding
the process for disposing of these empty
cannisters as the Household Recycling tip
refused to take them.

• Holmans Field: Quad bikes are gaining
access through a large gap in the hedging
(side of gate). The Parish Council to install a
kissing gate to further limit unauthorised
access.

• The Rye:
•  The Parish Council are looking to hold 
   summer Bootcamp sessions (August) for 
   Eaton Bray children, with costs covered 
   by the council and run/organised by 
   Bootcamp. details to follow on the 
   Bootcamp website, Parish Council 
   website/Facebook page.
•  The entrance barrier to The Rye car park 
   has been repainted.

BOWER LANE CEMETERY EXTENSION
(Phase 1) The initial groundworks at the
cemetery, creating additional burial spaces,
has been completed.
(Phase 2) A new fence, together with a small
storage area for grave digger boards, is being
installed along the boundary with Café
Masala.
(Phase 3) The newly created/levelled land to
be topsoiled/grass seeded.
(Phase 4) native hedging (whips) to be
planted along the rear boundary of the
adjacent field.

EB BLOOMERS
1) The Parish Council would like to thank EB

Bloomers for all their hard work in creating
some lovely flower displays in the village
despite the constant challenge of having
plants/soil ‘removed’ from the planters.

(2) The Parish Council wanted to highlight
that the plants are for all residents to enjoy
as they enhance the village and would
appreciate residents’ assistance is helping
to monitor any removal of the planters
contents.

MONTHLY PAYMENTS: jUNE 2025/PERIOD 3
A copy of the Parish Council monthly
payments can be seen on the Parish Council
website or obtained by applying to the Parish
Clerk.

ALLOTMENT INSPECTION: SEPT 2025
An allotment inspection will be carried out on
Tuesday 9th September 2025 
(weather permitting).

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
(1) Picnic in the Park with music from the
Heath Band
Sunday 24th August 2025, 3pm-4:45pm at
School Lane recreation ground
The Parish Council have organised a ‘Picnic in
the park with music from the Heath Band’.
Bring your own food and enjoy the music.
Two Portaloo’s (accessible to all) will be
available on site. Please check the Parish
Council Facebook/website for any updates
(subject to cancellation for poor weather).

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
(1st Floor, The Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray)
details can be obtained from EBPC website:
www.eatonbrayparishcouncil.gov.uk
• Parish Council Meeting, Monday 1st

September 2025 from 7:30pm

• Parish Council Meeting, Monday 6th
october 2025 from 7:30pm

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE (Ground floor)
                                   10am-12noon at The 
                                   Coffee Tavern, 18 High St, 
                                   Eaton Bray, LU6 2DP
                                   (Open dates/times subject 
                                        to change, please check the
EBPC Website for updates) Tuesday 12th
August 2025 – Tuesday 9th September 2025
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DAGNALL WEATHER STATION (AONB)
Weather Conditions for June 2025 

Elevation: 450 ft. - Latitude: 51˚ 50’ 13” north - Longitude: 0˚ 33’ 34” West

June 2025 ~ Temperatures, Rain. Pressure black line

June was very sunny, warm and hot on occasions. Again, it was a dry month. Things started on
the warm side, while the first week was unsettled. After that, the weather turned dry and the
temperature started to climb. We reached 30c on the 13th, the 19th saw a high of 31.9c,

and we topped out at 33.4c on the 30th. We had only 26mm of rain, which is 45% of the June
average. The running total rain for the year is 233.6mm, the equivalent of 65% average for the

year so far.

due to an intermittent fault, there is no wind speed or direction data this month. This is not
easy to fix as the anemometer is secured to a chimney 10m from the ground. The station may

have to go off air for a few days for repairs.

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.co.uk and
http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall this site forecast and much more

if anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please 
email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883 

dagnall weather now has an app for your iPad & iPhone!  Just go to the apple store, search for
Wunderstation and follow the instructions to dagnall Weather Station. now updated every minute. 
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NORTHALL BAPTIST CHURCH - 200 YEARS AND STILL GOING

Seeking or Searching
These days there is a lot of searching going
on. We used to really enjoy the songs of the
Christian group ‘The Seekers’, headed up by
the amazing Judith durham. She was singing
on the world stage for over 50 years. Most
people would still recognise the song ‘georgy
girl’, which even knocked the Beatles off the
top step of the charts. She was also a gospel
singer. one of my favourites is ‘Turn, Turn,
Turn’ based on the scripture in Ecclesiastes
chapter 3, where it tells us that there is a time
for everything, and a season for every activity
under the heavens. Birth, death, planting,
weeping, laughing are among the
suggestions but also some really odd things
such as hate but also a time to search and a
time to give up!

Currently there are searches going on for
people who have been lost in Texas because
of flash floods – over 100 people have been
confirmed killed but many others still missing.
When do you stop searching for your loved
ones?
My husband and i have researched our Family

Tree. it’s very time consuming but has
revealed some very unpalatable facts. A
relative committed bigamy after leaving her
small children with her husband. Another was
abused by her uncle! it has also put us in
touch with relatives we had never heard of.
Recently 3 Americans joined our service on
Sunday morning. They had been researching
their family history and discovered that they
were descendants of one of the early leaders
of northall Baptist Church, a William Johnson
who you can read about in the booklet
mentioned below, Rebels in green Pastures. it
had been against the law to attend a non-
denominational Church and not too many
years ago that was a crime.
Many at this difficult time are searching for
something more meaningful in their lives,
answers to this muddled world of wars, lies
and hate. Matthew 7 is headed at verse 7 with
Ask, Seek, Knock. it says ‘Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find’. Jesus was
teaching about the good gifts that our Father
in Heaven has for those who trust in Him and
asks us to do to others what you would have
them do to you.   This may not sort out the
troubles of the world but by trusting in the
love of Jesus, we will find the benefits of the
peace he brings. So, Ask, Seek and Knock to
find Jesus who loves you.
Join us for our Sunday services in the Church
at 11 am.  We’d love you to join us for our
worship and song. You will get a warm
welcome. For those unable to attend in
person we also stream our services.
For those interested in the history of northall
Baptist Church, a free copy of the booklet,
Rebels in green Pastures can be supplied or
downloaded from our website:
http://northallbaptistchurch.org/
Ruth Cox Tel: 07791 425625

A little Church with
strong local links.

Mary & Joseph search for 12 year old Jesus in the
Temple amongst the Scribes, Pharasees & more
(Luke2 41-52) [FreeBible images.org]
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We have been in the construction
industry for over 13 years.  We specialise
in general building and refurbishments,

extensions, loft conversions and new
builds. We cover many areas and no job

is too big or too small. 

GBR CONSTRUCTION LTD
office: 01923 262265
Jason: 07752 011674

Robert: 07832 216810
Email: gbrconstructionltd@yahoo.co.uk

You can trust us to bring your vision to light.  

What a lovely
summer we have
had so far and long
may it continue.
There is extra work of

course with the garden and with children on
holiday from school. our work has increased too
in the last quarter year as requests for transport
to medical appointments have risen and we
have 14 new clients requesting help.
unfortunately we haven't had a matching
increase in volunteer drivers. We badly need You
and we are expecially looking for volunteers
from Totternhoe.
We are a valuable support for villagers who find
it difficult to get out and about. Eaton Bray good
neighbours is part of a network of similar groups
operating under the umbrella of Bedfordshire
Rural Charities. our local group covers Eaton
Bray, Edlesborough, Totternhoe and northall and
has now been in operation for over ten years.
volunteers are not on a rota or committed in any
way. They can just opt into a job if it is
convenient. Although we are volunteers, petrol
is paid at a standard rate. 

We look forward to hearing from you.
Our telephone number 07930 987064
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As the choir celebrates its 15th
anniversary this year, we are
delighted to give you details of the
special event we have coming up in
early September. We will be hosting
a “Come and Sing” choral workshop,
with acclaimed composer and
conductor Philip Stopford, on
Saturday 6th September.

Please come and join us for a day
of musical creativity - whether
you're a seasoned singer or simply
love to sing, this workshop is a
wonderful opportunity to work
with a talented and accomplished
musician, sharing the joy of
singing and the warmth of the
musical community. it promises
to be a thoroughly enjoyable
day.

This will be a whole day event,
running from 10.00am to
4.00pm at All Saints Church,
dagnall (the little church on
the roundabout, where our
choir rehearsals take place.)
Tickets are £15 per person, to
be purchased in advance and
the event is open to everyone.
We recommend booking
early to secure your place!

The ticket price includes light refreshments
(tea and coffee); please bring your own lunch
or make other lunchtime arrangements. We
will have the use of dagnall village Hall, across
the road from the church, which will provide
additional parking and facilities. 

Tickets can be purchased by calling 01525
220189, or online via the QR code.

Please visit our website
www.dagnall-
community-choir.co.uk
for further information,
or if you have any
questions, please email
dagnallcc@gmail.com. 

dagnall
Community Choir meets every Monday
evening from 7.45 to 9.45pm, at All Saints
Church, dagnall. We welcome new members
and are particularly keen to recruit to our
Tenor section at present. if you’d like to come
along and join us, we’d love to see you at one
of our rehearsals. There are no auditions, and
no requirement to be able to read music – all
that is required is a love of singing!

DAGNALL COMMUNITY CHOIR
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Albeit a bit windy at times this year’s carnival
was back to normal with crowds of people
coming to enjoy all that was on offer! 

The logistics team were amazing with putting
up the tea tent and Russell Sears ensuring our
tea urns and fridges had the power they
needed. We are very grateful to everyone for
their effort in helping to set up. 

our start-up volunteers worked hard to
prepare the tea tent to greet our first
customers by 10.30 am. From then on, there
was a constant flow of people wanting hot
and cold drinks and
tempted

by a variety of savoury and sweet treats. it was
great to welcome new volunteers to our crew
who, along with our regulars, served and
chatted to our customers throughout the day.  

With the help of all our volunteers we are
delighted to say our takings for the day was
just over £2,700, which is amazing! 

Thanks to everyone as we simply couldn’t do
it without you all.

Karen, Julie & Sue
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no carnival would be complete
without the traditional convoy
of floats and our carnival is no
exception. Leading the way
with Westrope tractor pulled
float was our villages Carnival
King and Queen with lots of
excited prince and princesses.
They all waited very patiently
for the procession to start
and make the journey from
the orchards to
Edlesborough green. 

village enthusiasm and
joyful faces waving on the
procession adds such excitement to everyone
on the floats. What is so wonderful to see is
the involvement of all ages from the young to
the older generations all enjoying the day!
our neighbours’ homes along the procession
were brilliantly dressed in bunting
supporting our rural farming community
and from the float these all looked
fabulous! Thank you!

Carnivals are a mainstay of the English
village institution, and we have certainly
one of the largest covering the whole of
the green with plenty of visitors from
out neighbouring towns and villages.
The Carnival committee work tirelessly
each year to make this happen and will
always welcome involvement from more
villagers to ensure this stays with us for

many more years to come.
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What an amazing day!
We had the joy of driving through Eaton Bray
and Edlesborough, where we were treated to
a fantastic array of creative displays and
bunting lining the entire procession route.
Even the bus stop had bunting on it—what a
sight!

From the Market Square at the White Horse
to the Village Green, everything looked
absolutely spectacular.

it made our job of judging the Best Dressed
Houses and Businesses incredibly tough.
opinions were divided, but after much
deliberation, we’re excited to announce our 
CUP WINNERS:
Best Dressed Business
The White Horse Pub

Best Dressed House Eaton Bray
The old vicarage: 
“get off My Land - Protect our Countryside”

Best Dressed House Edlesborough
2 St Mary’s glebe: 
“The Ladybirds - under the Magnifying glass”

A super special thank you to everyone who
took the time to design your displays. The
creativity and effort were outstanding—from
the giant hedgehog and squirrel, to the
farmyard and vegetable stall, and the
wonderfully painted animal paper plates, to
name just a few.

Your community spirit made the day truly
unforgettable. 
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80AGE CONCERN NORTHALL & DISTRICT

Best excuse ever for a hopefully brief but very
grateful Focus write up article this month - i am
nap trapped by my 1year old granddaughter
pray for no misspelling ...
Thank you for all your support before, during &
after the Carnival - we hope you all had a great
day. We're still counting the pennies (literally
thanks to a mystery donor and their spare
change stash) - plus conservative estimates are
more than £800 combining the Tombola & White
Elephant stalls. does anyone know why the term
White Elephant is used? We are delighted to say
many of our donors & supporters are registered

with us for gift

Aid - please request details of this
scheme from a member of the committee
(other than myself ) as my knowledge is limited
and said 1year old has just woken up!
Wednesday Club is closed for the entire month
of August for all volunteers and staff to recharge
their batteries - club phone will not be
monitored daily so please leave a message &
we'll get back to you ASAP. Club Phone no
07854230243, enquiries to join, offers of
assistance, sunny holiday destination getaway
offers, produce gluts etc. thank you. See you on
the first Wednesday of September!! 
AgM - notice is hereby given that on 20th
August at 2pm our committee will be meeting at
northall village Hall, 2pm. Those with interest are
welcome to attend and join us for light
refreshments - thank you.
our Music Quiz night (Friday 13th June) was a
great success - we almost sold out despite
several teams being unable to join us. note to
self: advertise the date(s) well before the event

so everyone's holidays can be rearranged to suit. 
Following my plea for rhubarb i now have
promises for courgettes, runner beans, more
rhubarb, cooking apples - thank you for
messaging & we'll be happy to relieve you of
excess produce anytime. So ... i'm really pleased
to confirm a willing volunteer cook has offered
to prep the produce for freezing and storing.
Harvest Auction date 3rd october - usual details
to follow - thanks to our hosts The Swan,
northall and our star auctioneer.
Your donations of goods always go a long way to
support our fundraising efforts: We gladly accept

and appreciate regifting items, plus seasonal
fruits and vegetables

enhance our
cornucopia of
harvest goodies.
Please remember
us - many of you
will know that
i'm contactable
via the
Facebook page
- messenger
sometimes too. 😎
Apologies my left arm has now got pins and
needles - the running order of my piece has lost
the plot and i'm sure i've forgotten important
things to tell ... ooooh Armchair yoga!! What can
i say ? A lovely taster session and we hope to
become a regular activity for our members -
more details in next Focus. 🧘
Jellydrops - stop us & try one before they run out
- more details next issue. 



41

A legendary cycling event returns on
Sunday 21st September at Hemel
Hempstead’s Gadebridge Park.
The dEnS Hillbuster will feature a brand-new
150k route, alongside 120k, 100k and 60k
options, across the breathtaking Chiltern Hills
and countryside of Hertfordshire,
Bedfordshire, and Buckinghamshire.

in partnership with
British
Cycling,
the
popular
sportive
attracts
cyclists from
the Home
Counties,
London and
beyond – with
all proceeds
supporting
dEnS, a local
charity helping 
people facing homelessness, poverty and
social exclusion.

other exciting highlights include the addition
of chip timing, well-stocked feed stations and
a buzzing event village where cyclists can
celebrate after conquering their challenge. 

Charlie Cadogan, a Kings Langley resident, is
excited to take on the new 150k route on his
sixth time participating in the Hillbuster.

He said: “Wherever a longer route takes
us, there is going to be more stunningly
glorious countryside to ride through. i
love the challenge, it’s very social and it’s
very well organised. it’s lovely to see the
better side of humanity as the cyclists
and marshals look out for each other.”

nicky Maxwell, Community & Events
Manager at dEnS, added: “The dEnS
Hillbuster has grown to become a

standout fixture in the local cycling scene.
We’re expecting this year to be our biggest
yet, with hundreds of passionate cyclists from
around the nation joining us and using their
pedal power to help rebuild lives.”

To be a part of the action, book your place for
the dEnS Hillbuster now at
www.dens.org.uk/cycle.

Alex Copley
Communications Lead
T: 01442 800268

WALK OR RUN TO REBUILD LIVES AT THE DENS WOODLAND TRAIL

Gear up for one of the biggest cycling events in the South East
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Swallows are remarkable long-
distance migrants, flying
thousands of miles between
their breeding grounds in the
uK and their wintering areas
in Africa. They undertake
this journey twice a year
and average 200 miles a
day. They are known for
their impressive aerial
acrobatics, darting and
swooping through the air
to catch flying insects. Their
agile flight patterns are a key
part of their hunting strategy.
Swallows can reach impressive
speeds during flight, often
flying at around 25-30 mph and
capable of reaching even higher
speeds when pursuing prey or
avoiding predators.

They build cup-shaped nests using
mud and straw, which they attach
to structures like
buildings, bridges,
and eaves. The nest is
lined with grasses and feathers to
soften the inside. Swallows often
return to the same nesting sites year
after year. Research has shown that they
prefer to nest near areas with high human
activity, which is thought to be due to some
kind of protection we provide from predators!
during courtship, male swallows will sing
enthusiastically to attract a female, and then
lead them towards good nesting spots, or an
old nest in their territory. once at the nesting
site, they will resume singing and quite often
use a type of ‘enticement’ call to attract
females. Male swallows mimic the call of a
nestling, and this is thought to make females
respond positively as they would when caring
for nestlings.

The barn swallow is the most widely
distributed member of the swallow family in
the world. The family ‘Hirundinidae’ consists of
approximately 90 species, spanning the

‘swallows’, ‘martins’ and ‘saw-wings’. They all
are fantastic fliers, but not all species in this
family migrate like our beloved barn swallow.
in the uK, their return in spring has been
celebrated as a harbinger of warmer weather
and the onset of summer. This same
sentiment was echoed in Ancient greece,
where they held festivals in Rhodes upon
seeing the first swallow arrive. As part of the
festival, children would run around to
different houses pretending to be
swallows, demanding to be fed treats.

our resident swallows in the uK are also
known as the barn swallows, which are
so called as they used to reside in our
barns! newer build barns aren’t as
appealing to swallows, and as

numbers decline, we see
them less and less.

However, swallows are
still fantastic for

protecting cattle on
farms from

pests,
and if you have a

cattle farm nearby, you may
often see swallows swooping back and forth
hoovering up flies.

did you know that the highly forked tail and
the ‘tail streamers’ of the swallow are due to
sexual selection? Research has shown that
female barn swallows prefer to mate with
males with longer tails. Producing a tail longer
than average is energetically costly and shows
the swallow is of good quality-and likely will
have good genes for their babies or be good
providers!

Some regions in the uK have reported
declines in swallow populations, potentially
due to factors such as habitat loss and climate
change affecting their breeding and
wintering areas. in the last 10 years,
populations have plummeted by over 46%,
which we think are linked to catastrophic
declines in insect numbers.

Swallows: our Summer visitors
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our school, Eaton Bray,  completed a mini
marathon, 2.6 miles, which every child in the
school took part in from reception to year 6
to raise money and awareness for 
The Rennie Grove Peace Charity. This is a
fabulous local charity that supports the
community. A massive £3035 at least was
raised (Some was put directly into the
charity box and uncounted) 

This will help so many people involved with
the hospice patients and families alike. our
small school has an amazing community
spirit as the generosity shown reflects. 

Thank you for raising the local community
awareness for this amazing charity. 

Eaton Bray Academy



The churchyard of St Mary’s Church, Eaton
Bray, was closed for burials in 1882 because
there was no space for new graves. Later
many of the gravestones were moved to the
perimeter of the churchyard to create an
open space around the Church. The
maintenance of the churchyard is the
responsibility of Eaton Bray Parish Council.

Churchyards are home to a wide variety of
wild life and native plants, probably because
the soil hasn’t been cultivated for many years.
A survey was conducted at St Mary’s and a
variety of native plants and grasses were
found. it was decided not to mow a small area
of the churchyard near the village Hall one
summer to give wild plants chance to grow.
Since then the area has been expanded. 

near the entrance to the hall some shrubs
have been removed and the area has been
replanted with a native hedge, to attract
wildlife, and various wild flowers allowed to
grow around it. Later some fir trees had to be
cut down because they were unsafe. The
stumps and some logs have been left to
create a seating area.

The vegetation in one corner of the
churchyard has been allowed to
grow and will be cut back later in
the summer, after the flowers and
grasses have seeded, and the
dead vegetation removed to allow
new growth and seed
germination. Wide paths have
been made through the area to
allow visitors to see what is
growing. 

A dead hedge has been built using dead
branches, held in place with stakes. it is not a
hedge that has died but made of dead
material! ivy can be planted to grow through
it which will provide more shelter for insects
and nesting birds.

The bug hotel provides shelter for solitary
bees, beetles and other creatures. it is also a
place where bumble bees can lay their eggs
before the winter. These hatch in the spring as
the next generation.

The latest addition to the Eco garden is a
small pond make from a rigid blue plastic liner
which was painted black. one side of the
pond is shallow to

allow access
for animals
to drink and
enter the
water. Plants
are growing
in the water
to aerate it
and provide
shelter for
aquatic life.

There is further planting around the pond.

Thanks go to The Edlesborough and Eaton
Bray Beaver group, their parents and leaders
and members of St Mary’s congregation for
their efforts creating the Eco garden and now
maintaining and improving it.

You are very welcome to visit it.

Sally Taylor

ST MARY’S CHURCH ECO GARDEN, EATON BRAY

Photos by Eileen Bennett
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The Power of Play: Why Fun Comes First
if you’ve ever seen kids light up when playing
tag, you’ll know that joy is a powerful teacher. in
football, fun should never be a side effect—it
should be the goal. Children learn best when
they’re engaged and smiling, and that means
designing training sessions that feel more like
play than drills.
Whether it’s fun challenges, creative games, or
silly forfeits, injecting fun creates an
environment where learning happens naturally.
And when children associate football with
happiness, they’re more likely to
stay active and involved for life.
Coaching Tip: Add mini-games
to every session—such as 
“beat the coach,” “crossbar
challenge,” or “nutmeg tag.”
Keep the atmosphere
light, playful, and full of
laughter.

ADVICE AND INSIGHTS FOR KIDS IN THE GAME

Coach for eB lions
U11 Saturday Team
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More success for the Bray.

Results 

June 13 Eaton Bray outlaws 136-1. 
owen Brown 58 n/o. Eggington 131 a/o. 
}Eaton Bray won by 5 runs.

June 14  Eaton Bray 1st X1 311-3. 
Andy norris 149 n/o owen Brown 55 
Azeem Akhtar 50. ickleford 250 a/o. 
Eaton Bray won by 61 runs.

June 14 Boxmoor 111 a/o. 
Eaton Bray 2nd X1 113-4. oliver Harris 51 n/o. 
Eaton Bray won by 4 wickets.

June 15 Eaton Bray Sunday X1 140 a/o.
Harlington 142-7. 
Harlington won by 3 wickets.

June 21  Eaton Bray 1st X1 304-5. 
Azeem Akhtar 101 n/o. Wheathampsted 180
a/o. Eaton Bray won by 124 runs.

June 21 Ley Hill 120 a/o. 
Eaton Bray 2nd X1 123-7. 
Eaton Bray won by 3 wickets.

June 22 Eaton Bray 2nd X1 225-8. 
Junaid Ashiq 82. offley & Stopsley 185 a/o.
Eaton Bray won by 40 runs. 

June 27  Eaton Bray outlaws 110-7.
Leighton Buzzard 112-4. 
Leighton Buzzard won by 6 wickets.

June 28 Eaton Bray 1st X1 83 a/o. 
Ley Hill 76 a/o. Aaron gauntlett 5-19. 
Eaton Bray won by 7 runs.

June 28 Eaton Bray 2nd X1 207-8. Joe
Braddon 60. northwood 43 a/o. Jerry Jamil 
4-12. Eaton Bray won by 164 runs. 

June 29 Kempston 174-9. 
Syed Shah 4-11. Eaton Bray Sunday X1 177-2.
Azeem Akhtar 105 a/o. Eaton Bray won by 8
wickets.

July 5  Flitwick 256-6. 
Eaton Bray 1st X1 134 a/o. 
Flitwick won by 122 runs.

July 5 Eaton Bray 2nd X1 219-7. 
Ben nye 79. Berkhamsted 159 a/o. 
Eaton Bray won by 60 runs.

July 6 Wolverton 191-3. 
Eaton Bray Sunday X1 134-7. 
Wolverton won by 57 runs. 

Eaton Bray Cricket Club are always looking out
for new players of any age or ability. We run 2
senior teams in the Herts League and a senior
side in the Beds Sunday League. 5 Junior
teams at aged u9 u11 2xu13 u15 and a
Ladies Softball team. if you would like to join
a progressive family friendly club pop down
to the Rye gardens or get in touch via
Facebook or X @EatonBrayCC 

The club would like to thank our sponsors
Meadow Marquees The Westrope Butchery
Fine & Country
Homes Prestige
Kitchens Emma Jane
Tutoring Castles
Estate Agents and
the Focus Magazine
for their continued
support. 

Please enjoy your
cricket with Eaton
Bray in 2025.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
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When an anonymous
letter is delivered to the
Clarendon English
dictionary office, it
becomes rapidly clear
that this is not the
usual word-related
enquiry. instead, the
letter hints at sinister
events linked to a
particular year.
For editor Martha
Thornhill, the date can
mean only one thing: the summer her
brilliant older sister Charlie went missing. Ten
years on, Martha and her family are no closer
to unravelling the mystery of Charlie’s
disappearance – until now.
As more letters arrive, Martha and her team
follow the linguistic clues to a troubling truth.
it seems Charlie was keeping a powerful
secret, and that someone is desperate to
keep it well and truly buried.
Guilty by Definition is a love letter not only
to language but to the city of oxford,
wrapped within an intriguing mystery of a
missing woman and considering the
emotional aftershocks of her disappearance
on those left behind.

Summer 1914. A world on
the brink of catastrophe.
in London, 26-year-old
venetia Stanley –
aristocratic, clever,
bored, reckless – is
having a love affair with
the Prime Minister, H. H.
Asquith, a man more
than twice her age. He
writes to her
obsessively, sharing
the most sensitive

matters of state.
As Asquith reluctantly leads the country into
war with germany, a young intelligence
officer is assigned to investigate a leak of top
secret documents – and suddenly what was a
sexual intrigue becomes a matter of national
security that will alter the course of political
history.
Seamlessly weaving fact and fiction in a way
that no writer does better, Precipice is the
thrilling new novel from Robert Harris, the
author of Conclave.

BOOK REVIEWS

We are always on the look out for
volunteers to post Focus through

letterboxes.  if you would like to help
out in your road or your local area we

would love to hear from you.

Right now we're looking for someone to
join our "drop off" team to deliver Focus

parcels to our local distributors. 

Could you spare a few hours once a
month? usually around the end of each
month we break down the bulk delivery
into individual parcels then drop them

off to the distributors. 

Perhaps you have an estate car or van
and would like to volunteer as a driver? 

We need to increase our team so this
doesn't become a burden on any one

person.  A team of two from an
available group of four people makes
this an enjoyable and sociable task.

Would you like to join our
distribution team? 

077 96 335 661

If you want to know more give
me a call. Martin Hayden

WE NEED
SOME HELP! 
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BRAISED PORK WITH PLUMS
(SERVES 8)

about 1.6kg/3lb 8oz porkshoulder
5 tbsp rice wine

5 tbsp light soy saucefor flavour, 
1 tbsp dark for colour

generous thumb-size piece fresh root ginger
5 garlic cloves

1 red chillideseeded and finely chopped
2 tbsp vegetable oil

bunch spring onionsfinely sliced
2 star anise

1 ½ tsp five-spicepowder
1 cinnamon stick

2 tbsp sugarany type
1 tbsp tomato purée
500ml chicken stock

6 ripe plumshalved and stoned
Step 1 Cut the pork into big pieces about the

length of your thumb and twice as wide. Put into
a bowl or food bag, and add the wine, soy

sauces, half the ginger, half the garlic and half
the chilli. Marinate for at least 1 hr or up to 24 hrs.

Step 2 Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3, then
heat the oil in a large casserole. Tip in half the

spring onions, remaining ginger and garlic, the
star anise, five-spice powder and cinnamon. 
Fry gently until fragrant and soft. Stir in the

sugar, turn up the heat, then lift the pork from
the marinade and turn in the oniony mix for

about 3 mins until the meat is just sealed but not
browned. Tip in the marinade, tomato purée and

stock, give it a stir, cover, then braise in the 
oven for 2 hrs.

Step 3 After the first hr is up, add the plums to
the pan. Take the lid off and carry on the cooking,

uncovered. The meat should be completely
tender, turning golden brown where it breaks

the surface of the sauce. Spoon off any excess fat
from the surface, then scoop the meat and
plums carefully from the pan with a slotted

spoon. Turn up the heat and boil the sauce for 
5-10 mins until reduced and slightly syrupy.
Return everything to the pan, gently warm
through, then scatter the rest of the spring

onions over the top to serve.

Dunstable
Probus
Club

Dunstable PROBUS Club meets on the
second monday of the month at Tilsworth

golf Centre and membership is open to
retired or semi-retired professional and

business people. 
The Club’s main purpose is the promotion
of good fellowship. members enjoy some

social activities and the occasional
organised visit throughout the year and

after their regular monthly lunch
meetings are entertained by speakers who

give talks on a wide range of topics. 
if you are interested in joining the Club,

please contact the Secretary, 
Philip Savage on 01582 662462.

nEWSPAPERS WAnTED
REGUlARly

Please call Chris or Sue Mitchell on
01525 221128 who can collect.  

Answer machine in use if unavailable.
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NEW SINGERS WELCOME
Danesborough Chorus

if just listening to Mozart is said to
supercharge your brainpower, just imagine

what you might be capable of if you also sing
Mozart with the danesborough Chorus...

Even if you have little or no experience in
choral singing, you can be sure of a warm
welcome as well as a boost to your mental
and physical well-being.  

We're a leading amateur choir in the local
area, singing a range of classical music from
Bach to Karl Jenkins, and even occasionally
tackling the Blues! our Musical director ian
Smith has been conducting choirs of all ages
in the area for almost 50 years, so he knows
how to get the best out of the 100 singers. 

Choir members come in all shapes and sizes,
all ages, and from various jobs and retirement.
They know the health benefits of singing in a
group which is scientifically proven to reduce
stress, fight depression and decrease blood
pressure. it's also great fun to sing together,
and an easy way to make new friends. 

Why not try it for yourself and experience that
joyful feeling?  We're recruiting now for our
51st Season starting on Wednesday 3rd
September in Aspley guise village Hall when
rehearsals commence for verdi’s Requiem.
Please contact our membership secretary,
Amanda owen, at
admin@danesborough.org.uk
or visit www.danesborough.org.uk
for more information.

Author: Judy Barker

REHERSALS
Aspley guise village Hall MK17 8JH

TiME
Wednesday evenings at 19.45 - 21.50

EMAiL FOR iNFO
dcmembershipsec@gmail.com

danesborough Chorus reg. charity 1188026
www.danesborough.org.uk
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our second visit of the year was to Leeds
Castle on 9th July

Amazingly it was a very straightforward
journey and we arrived by 11 a.m.  

Leeds Castle is a castle in Kent, England, 7
miles southeast of Maidstone. it is built on
islands in a lake formed by the River Len to
the east of the village of Leeds and is a
historic grade i listed estate.

A castle has existed on the site since 857. in
the 13th century, it came into the hands of
King Edward i, for whom it became a favourite
residence; in the 16th century, Henry viii used
it as a dwelling for
his first wife,
Catherine of
Aragon.

The present
castle dates
mostly from the
early 19th
century. its last
private owner,
olive, Lady Baillie,
left the castle in
trust to open it to
the public. it has
been open since
1976 and is
definitely worth a

visit.

There is a mobility bus from the visitor centre
to a point closer to the Castle for those with
walking difficulties. There is also Elsie the Land
Train (cost £1.50) or the Black Swan ferry for
the same price which can take you across The
great Water to the area where there is the
Birds of Prey Centre, Adventure golf, Beach,
maze and grotto. 

For more information about the garden Club,
e-mail Joyce Murphy at
tgc@mothermurphy.co.uk or telephone
01582 667085.
For membership queries contact Veronica

Clarke by e-mail at r_vclarke@hotmail.com
or telephone 01582 600764. At the
moment we have reached our limit of 130
members, but veronica will be pleased to
take your details and put you on the
waiting list to join.

Margaret Jones - Secretary
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After the business part
of the evening,
including minutes,
notices of upcoming

events, birthday cards and posies
distributed, it was time to welcome our
speaker!
She was a local girl, Anna Conti, who grew
up in the area, was educated in Leighton,
followed by university in London!  She
explained her early enthusiasm was for
collecting glass bottles, and had over 360
at one time!
Such a busy girl, Anna runs her own
stained glass business from home, and we
had to wait a long time to secure her
presentation! However she was certainly
well worth waiting for!
She took us through the variety of her
portfolio, the commissions she undertakes
both domestically, for religious buildings,
schools and private and public authorities!
She has even appeared on T v, but
managed to be upstaged by her mother
chatting up the celebrity chef, Raymond
Blanc! one of her early commissions was
for Richard Branson!
Apart from explaining how she produces
and fits the final article, she also made a
presentation of her bright and colourful
portfolio.
She brought some examples of her work
for purchase and there was soon a queue
of eager ladies!
our evening ended with refreshments,
lively chatter, and expectation for our next
event which is lunch at Edlesborough
pavilion in a couple of weeks!
in the past i have spoken of one of the
features of our Wi being Fun, Friendship,
Food, and Flowers, and once again last
night didn't disappoint!
We meet on 2nd Tuesday of the month, at
7.30 pm, in the village hall, and new
members are always welcome, so do come
and join us and our varied programme of
events!
Jacky Hockey
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EDLESBOROUGH WI

PAVILION
IT SUPPORT GROUP

Share your experiences, problems
and solutions with all things

technical by
Joining our WhatsApp Group

or our private Pavilion IT Help and
Support Group on Facebook

or by email
pavilionithelp@gmail.com

or further meetings at the Pavilion 
if requested

Steve Munday ~ 07740 197392
Christine Hurst ~ 07398 246496 

Back-to-School financial Prep
With school uniforms, tech, lunches, and club
fees to budget for, August can hit families
hard. But a bit of planning can help ease the
pressure.

Firstly, review your eligibility for Tax-Free
Childcare, which gives you up to £2,000 per
child per year towards approved childcare
(including after-school clubs) if you’re working
and earning under £100,000 per parent.

Also, consider setting up a
Junior iSA. For 2025/26, you
can contribute up to £9,000
tax-free. it’s a great way to
save long-term for education
or future needs.

Tip of the Month: use the
government’s Tax-Free
Childcare scheme for up
to £2,000 support per
child each year.

Daniel Riley 
(Riley Accountants)

HELPFuL TiPS on FinAnCE
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St Mary’s Pastoral Group 
invites you to a

Funeral Forethought
Forum

St Mary’s Church Eaton Bray
Saturday 11th October 

10am -12 noon

no booking required.
drinks and biscuits provided.

Workshop to explore

issues and options surrounding funeral
planning within a supportive and

informal group.
offering practical advice and an

opportunity to record your thoughts.
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To join us at Tilsworth Golf
Centre on Thursday evenings

from 6.45pm for a meal usually
followed by an interesting
speaker. We are presently

seeking new members
So if you are... outgoing,

friendly and of good standing
in your community, enjoy social

events and the company of
others, also willing to join in
with and assist the club in its

aims and its support for
charitable causes,

then perhaps RoTARy is the
organisation for yoU.
To find out more and/or
arrange to attend a trial

meeting or two, please call our
Membership Secretary 

01525 223004

friend of Bucks

AGE CONCERN 
NORTHALL & DISTRICT

A GREAT LOCAL CAUSE

WITH PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEER 
AT

Friday 3rd October 2025

Viewing from 7.30pm
ENTRANCE FREE

Followed at 8pm by 
THE HARVEST AUCTION

Your local ROTARY CLUB
wants you
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At our July meeting we were
delighted to be entertained by
the ohana ukulele Band. it was

lovely to see everyone singing their hearts out
to a delightful mix of songs from several eras
including Rock and roll, Roll out the barrow,
Lets Twist Again and Sweet Caroline.
At our next meeting on Monday 4th August
we are looking forward to a talk on Pitstone
Museum by Ronnie Farrer and in September
we will be holding our Harvest Supper.
our Charity for this year has been Homestart
and in September we will be having a Bring
and Buy to raise some more funds.
Eaton Bray Wi meets at the Methodist Church
Hall, Totternhoe Road, Eaton Bray at 7.30pm
on the first Monday of each Month and ladies
of all ages are most welcome. if you are
interested in joining our Wi please contact 
Sue Tucker on 07772901816 or 
Margaret Jones on 07478 061156

EATON BRAY WI

Beautiful Sandy is a medium size crossbreed
who is approximately two and a half years old.
She came to us as a stray and we were
amazed that nobody claimed her because she

is such a lovely affectionate girl! Sandy can be
a little strong on the lead at first because she
is so happy to be out and about, but she soon
calms down. We think she would adore to be
at the heart of an active family who will give
her the company and exercise she needs.
Sandy could probably live with another dog
pending introductions. Any children would
need to be 7+. Please visit our website for
details about adoption and an application
form. To support our work you can make a
one-off donation of £3 by texting APPLE to
70111, or donate via Paypal using the
‘donATE Support a Cause’ option. Cheques
are very welcome too! 
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels
harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds lU6 1Qy
01525 220383 (10am-1pm & 2-4 pm) 
Email: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk 
viewings are by appointment only

APPLEDOWN RESCUE DOG OF THE MONTH
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The last official month of summer is the perfect time to enjoy your garden while it’s still at its
best. Children are on school holiday, lawns are in full use, and there’s plenty of delicious fruit
and veg to fill your dinner plate.
For this month's planting advice, have a look at our what to sow and grow in August page. in
the meantime, see our guide below for all the jobs to keep on top of:

August isn't the time to take your eye off the
ball in the garden. Here are some of the 
main jobs:

1 Top up ponds and bird baths regularly.

2 Water fruit and veg plants daily.

3 Prune all summer flowering shrubs, such as
climbing hydrangeas, once the blooms are
finished.

4 Keep on top of weeds as they compete
with your crops for nutrients and water.

don't forget your hanging
baskets during the hot weather

• Water evergreen shrubs like camellias and
rhododendrons thoroughly this month to
make sure that next year's buds develop well.

• Keep patio container plants well watered
and feed with a liquid fertiliser every
fortnight.

Timely Tips

in the flower garden

Ensure top-heavy dahlias are
staked to prevent damage

With the kids on holiday,
enjoy the garden as a family!
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• Stake tall or top-heavy dahlias and lilies to
prevent wind and rain damage. dead-head
lilies for a better flower display next year.

• dead-head annual bedding plants and
perennials to encourage them to flower
into the autumn and stop them self-
seeding.

• Cut back faded perennials to keep borders
tidy.

• As penstemon flowers fade, cut them back
to just above a leaf to encourage more
flowers.

• Cut back herbs now to encourage a new
flush of tasty leaves you can harvest before
the frost.

• Prune wisteria after flowering by
removing all the whippy side-shoots from
the main branch framework to about 20cm
from their base (about five leaves from the
main stem).

• Trim any lavender plants after they've
finished flowering to keep them compact.

• Collect ripened seeds and store them for
next year. Leaving some seed heads in

place can be attractive and allows the
plant to self-seed in the surrounding soil.

• Mow meadows now to help scatter
established wildflower seeds. 

• Take cuttings of your favourite tender
perennials such as pelargoniums and
fuchsia to propagate them for next year.

• Finish dividing clumps of bearded iris now
so they have time to form roots and flower
buds for next year before the cold weather
arrives.

• Prune climbing roses and rambling roses
once they've finished flowering (unless
they’re repeat-flowerers in which case
leave them).

• Spray ground elder (and other perennial
weeds) with a glyphosate-based
weedkiller, the plants now have plenty of
leaf surface area with which to absorb it.

• Look out for symptoms of 'clematis wilt'
including black discolouration on the
leaves and stems of your clematis. Cut out
any infected plant material and dispose of
it in your household waste.

• don't worry if your lawn is looking brown,
the autumn rains will soon make it green
again.

• don't feed your lawn with a high-nitrogen
fertiliser now as this will encourage lots of
lush new growth which is easily damaged
by autumn weather.

• Lawn growth slows down in late summer
so raise the cutting height of your lawn

mower to help the grass cope.

• if you're planning on laying a new lawn
this autumn, prepare the area now to give
it time to settle.

• Recut any lawn edges. install lawn edging
to make future maintenance easier.

• if your lawn is infested by ants, brush out
the nests on a dry day. Always brush them
away before mowing.

looking after your lawn

Keep your eye
out for ant nests
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How safe is your luggage when you check it in?
Have you ever wondered what happens to
your luggage when you take a flight to go on
holiday and check in?
Many questions and causes for concern can pop up
too. Will it reach my destination? What happens if it
gets lost or damaged.

What happens to your luggage at the airport?
At check-in, the traveller will weigh the item and
the check-in agent will print a label which contains
information on the traveller, the flight number, and
departure and arrival airport codes.

it then goes on a conveyor belt where baggage
handlers will inspect the items for security purposes
and redirect them to the correct flight once cleared.

once loaded onto the plane, they are stored
securely in the hold which the passenger cannot
access. on landing, they are unloaded from the
hold, driven to the terminal, and unloaded onto
conveyor belts which will emerge at the baggage
reclaim section.

if a journey involves a connecting flight that doesn’t
involve going through customs and re-entering
airside through security, your baggage will be
transferred to the next aircraft. However, for long
international layovers, you may be temporarily
reunited with your luggage before checking it back
in for the next leg of the journey.

Why and how do items get lost?
Airport staff process so many checked items a day,
meaning there’s always room for error.

Checked items often get lost during flight
connections and this can be the result of either
mislabelling at the check-in desk, or a lack of time
to transfer the baggage at the connecting airport.

While human error is the most likely cause, even a
label falling off from the journey between check-in
and collection can cause bags to go missing in
transit. At this point, baggage handlers leave no
stone unturned looking for clues to associate the
item to its owner.

How is luggage treated?
Baggage handlers work hard to get luggage from A
to B as quickly as they can and often have to work
fast to ensure bags make their all-important
connections.

Though highly uncommon, baggage can
sometimes be damaged in the process, particularly
hard-shell luggage with a thin casing, or luggage
with handles left up or attachments that can get
caught in machines.

it is recommended that all luggage is folded away
properly, so handles, flaps and attachments don’t
get caught and broken while passing through the
airport.

Try wrapping up your valuables or fragile items in
pieces of clothes within your suitcase to add extra
cushioning. For travellers embarking on a
backpacking adventure, you may have to register
your backpack with ‘oversized bags.

This shouldn’t incur an extra fee, so long as the
dimensions fit with the airline’s rules; this is to
ensure any backpack buckles or straps don’t
become caught within the airport’s travelators and
cause a jam, and these items are instead loaded
onto the aircraft by hand.

What should you do if it happens to you?
if luggage is damaged or missing, travellers should
always notify the airline or the airline’s handling
agent before leaving the airport.

Travellers should also contact their travel insurance
provider. Flight Centre recently launched Captain’s
Pack, a range of benefits essential to hassle-free
travel that offer peace of mind – the lost luggage
tracking and cover is undoubtedly the most
popular add-on among our customers travelling
long-haul, or with connections.

is luggage all treated the same, or do priority seats
or airlines receive different treatment? All that
insider stuff we’d love to know and ask directly, how
safe is your luggage when you check it in?

When travelling internationally, all luggage passes
through security and into the belly of the airport to
be processed and sent to the correct aircraft. Here,
baggage handlers and some machines process the
luggage.

For those
travellers with
airline
membership
status and/or
flying in
premium cabins,
their luggage is
prioritised and
tends to be
offloaded from
the aircraft
first, meaning
speedy pick-up once at
your destination.

Happy holidays! 



71



72

We are looking for volunteer drivers and conductors to
help with transporting the members to and from their
homes on our minibus. This would be on a rota system,

depending on the number of volunteers.
CALL 07854 230243 IF YOU CAN HELP

friend of Bucks AGE CONCERN NORTHALL & DISTRICT
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A McCleelland Pest Control                                 23
Absolutely Plastered                                              30
Anderson domestic Repair Service                  23
Anne Johnson osteopath                                    15
ARC Contract Services Ltd                                  34
Aspect Electrical                                                     26
Aspley Flooring                                                       11
Barber Time                                                              66
Cafe Masala                                                              27
Castles Estate Agents                                            58
CdM Builders Ltd                                                   43
Charles Hill garden Services Ltd                       34
Charlotte Lyons Physiotherapy                         43
Coffee Tavern                                                           12
Computamation Services Ltd                            14
dagnall School                                                        46
deep Clean                                                               15
dM Security                                                             22
dominic Woolcott decorator                             18
duncan Tomblin Tree Surgeon                          23
Eaton Bray Academy                                             26
Eaton Bray Cricket Club                                        48
Eaton Bray dairy                                                     43
Eaton Bray Tennis Club                                         48
Eaton Bray village Hall                                          67
Edlesborough Cricket Club                                 32
Edlesborough Primary Academy                      47
Edlesborough Tennis Club                                   42
Floss and Smile dentist                                        14
Fly-by Cafe                                                                62
gBR Construction Ltd                                            32
g & J groundwork & Landscapes                       22
gentleman gardener                                            31
greenfingers                                                            15
James duffy Kitchen & Bathroom Fitter          62
James Falcon-Cross Landscaping                      27
Janes Electrical & Carpet Shop                           76
Jazzercise                                                                   44
JoAnn Latus School of dance                             31

Julia Reading Chiropody                                      19
Lee Hutt Heating & Plumbing                            19
Local gutterbuster                                                 46
M.J.Broughton decorating                                  15
Megan Cross dog grooming                              62
My dog Run                                                              67
n.d.S general Building & Plumbing                 15
neil Hodson Structural Engineering                18
ng Autos vehicle Repairs                                    31
nimby Pest Control                                               34
nMJ Motorhouse vehicle Repairs                     55
oLTCo Resin driveways                                        63
P. dyer Electrical                                                     19
Pampered Pups dog grooming                        31
Paramount Plumbing & Heating                       50
Patricia’s Cuisine                                                     15
PC Laptop Repairs                                                 62
Pinstripes Signs & Advertising                           23
Premier garage doors                                          75
Prestige Kitchens                                                    59
Quality glazing                                                       27
Red Lion Pub & Restaurant                                   2
Redkite vehicle Repairs                                        65
Repair Cafe                                                               10
Sears & Co Estate Agents                                     54
SM Reilly & Sons Ltd Builders                             22
Spinney Landscapes                                             19
St Judes Therapeutic Pilates                               34
Stephen Janes Capenter & Joiner                     27
Steve the Mower Man                                          22
Stoten gillam Ltd Accountants                         34
Toddington Financial Advice                              30
Toni’s Tootsies Foot Health                                  22
Travel impressions                                                    2
unicorn Windows                                                   11
Watermill Weddings (Bellows Mill)                   43
Westrope Butchery                                                47
Will Kimberley garden Services                         22
Yeardye Luxury Bathrooms                                 55



As we take time over the next few
months to recharge, refresh and restore,
here is a little reminder, with everything
that is going on, not just in our
communities but in the world, of how we
should respond like Jesus.

People are often unreasonable and 
self-centred
FORGIVE THEM ANYWAY

if you are kind, people may accuse you of
ulterior motives
BE KIND ANYWAY

if you are honest, people may cheat 
on you
BE HONEST ANYWAY

if you find happiness, people may 
be jealous
BE HAPPY ANYWAY

The good you do may be forgotten
DO GOOD ANYWAY

give the world your best and it may
never be enough
GIVE YOUR BEST ANYWAY

For you see, in the end it’s between
YOU AND GOD - it was never between
you and them anyway!

May you all have a blessed and refreshing
summer break.

(The Eaton Bray Salvation Army Church Leader)
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Sunday Worship:                     Sun 11am – 12pm
(weekly – worship for all ages followed by

tea/coffee/squash, biscuits & a chat)

Coffee Morning:                    Tues 10am – 12pm
(fortnightly – including homemade cakes &

preserves to purchase, as well as a 
bric-a-brac stall)

home league:              Weds 2:30pm – 3:30pm
(weekly – fellowship & activities including

singing, quizzes, arts & crafts, bible thought &
a prayer – predominantly for women although

gentlemen are very welcome)

Champion’s Club:        Weds 6:15pm – 7:15pm
(2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Weds of the month, Age

5+, term time only – lots of fun including
games, music, activities & bible stories)

Messy Church:                     Weds 6pm – 7:15pm
(1st Weds of the month, term time only – a fun

time for the whole family to explore bible
stories through arts & crafts, & messy activities)

Girls’ night out:                               Thurs 7:30pm
(1st Thurs of the month – for more details

including where we meet & what we do each
month, email eaton.bray@salvationarmy.org.uk)

The Salvation Army
Booth Place, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DR

For further information please call into
our hall at any of the times above,

telephone: 07796 980565 or contact us by
email: eaton.bray@salvationarmy.org.uk






