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01582 664772   www.smartautomotive.co 
Smart Automotive, Units 17 & 18 Icknield Way Farm, Tring Road, Eaton Bray LU6 2JX

SMART AUTOMOTIVE IS THE TRADING NAME OF SMART TOUCH (MK) LIMITED
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Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop & MOT Bay 

MOT TESTING 
FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT  
& TYRE FITTING

SPECIALISTS IN COMPLETE  
CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION

DEALER TRAINED TECHNICIANS

EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN  
PRESTIGE CAR PAINTWORK & REPAIR

ACCIDENT & VANDALISM DAMAGE

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE BODY REPAIRS 
ALLOY WHEELS - DENTS - BUMPERS 

CHIPS - SCRATCHES - SCUFFS 
Fully equipped vans that come  

to your home or office

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
LOAN CARS AVAILABLE



3

Editor: Sally Siddons 01525 221733
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray

Email: sallysid@hotmail.com
Business Advertising: Sally Taylor, Butler’s 
Folly, South End Lane, Northall LU6 2EX 
01525 221576  & Angela Dunford 221944

Email advertising@thefocusmagazine.co.uk
Chair: Ken Coates

10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868
Circulation Manager: Angela Dunford
1 Knolls View, Leighton Road, Northall 

01525 221944, angela.dunford29@gmail.com
Treasurer: Steve Dunford, 01525 221944

PCC: Sue Tucker
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren

 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editor by the 
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accuracy or content of any advertising or articles 
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© Articles published in Focus may not be 
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Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the first 
week of the month, it is advisable to get the details 
into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the first of the 
month, therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editor

The Focus Magazine 
Committee

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
Web: www.northallbaptistchurch.org

There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the difficult and the joyful times.

The Salvation Army
Booth Place

Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45 - 10.45am
 (Term time only)
Morning Worship 11am
Tuesday
Coffee Morning 10 - 11.30am
 (Alternate weeks) 
Wednesday
Home League  2.30 - 3.30pm
 (Ladies meeting but all welcome)  

Champion's Club (Term time only)
  5.30-6.30pm (Ages 5 to Year 5)
  6.45-7.45pm (Year 6 and above)

Thursday 
Girls’ Night Out 
 (1st Thursday of the month) 7.45pm

Ladies Fellowship 
 (Last Thursday of the month) 7.30pm

For further details please contact us on 
01525 222087 or email 

eaton.bray@salvationarmy.org.uk

Focus would like to remind 
contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 
preceding month

www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk
www.northallbaptistchurch.org
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Weekly
Mon-Sun St. Mary’s Edlesborough is open most days 10am-4pm, sometimes longer. 

Look for the OPEN sign below the notice board
Mon-Fri (term) Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468, admin@eba.ec
Mon-Fri (term) Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 358342
Mon-Fri (term) Edlesborough Primary Academy Pre-School, 01525 220431, epamanager@epa-primary.org 
Mon-Fri (term) Totternhoe Pre-school, Totternhoe CE Academy, 01582 662959, totternhoeoffice@tot.dsamat.

co.uk
Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07832 230774
Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45-9.45pm, w:dagnall-community-choir.co.uk
Mondays (term) Movement and exercise classes with a dance flavour, Northall VH 2-3.30. Jan 01442 864271.
Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group, 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray VH, Sheila sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD ballet classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 4pm-6.30pm (4years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/KFPA’ for info
Mondays Cubs (8-10 ½ years old), 6.30pm - 8pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High Street, 

Edlesborough. Contact Liz Coates 01442 842550
Mondays Yoga, 6:45pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact 07837 727302
Mondays Barre, 8pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact 07837 727302
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.15am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 01525 

222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray VH, 07800 518654 
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-11:30am, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, 
Eaton Bray

Tuesdays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 11 - 12noon
Tuesdays Jazzercise 9:15-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Wednesdays Pilates, 8pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07832 230774
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, Contact 

Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays Art Course online 9.30 -11.30 am, contact Lorna Moore 07896 619660
Wednesdays Art Course, Bellows Mill Eaton Bray, 2-4.30pm, contact Lorna Moore 07896 619660
Wednesdays Jazzercise 7:30-8:30pm, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 4.15pm-6.30pm (4 years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Thursdays Beavers (6 to 8 years old), 6.15-7.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High Street, 

Edlesborough. Contact: ebebeaverleader@ebescouts.co.uk
Thursdays Explorers Scouts (14-18 years old), 8pm-9.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, 

High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Simon Betts, simon_betts@hotmail.com.
Thursdays Eaton Bray Methodist Church Social Afternoons, 2 - 4pm, All Welcome
Thursdays Retro Line Dance Class. 11.15am to 12.45pm. Eaton Bray Village Hall. Beginners welcome.   

www.jukeboxjunction.co.uk info@jukeboxjunction.co.uk 07864212171
Thursdays (term) Vinyasa yoga, 7:30-8:30pm The Coffee Tavern eleanorlangton@outlook.com 07969 315384
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray VH, 07800 518654
Fridays Stay & Play toddler group, ‘Musical Monkeys’ at the Eaton Bray Village Hall, 10-11.30am, 

£4.50 for one adult and child, £1 for extra children/adults, 0-6 months free
Fridays Jazzercise 9:15-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Fridays Scouts, (10½ to 14 years old), 7.00-8.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 

Street, Edlesborough. Contact Mark Owen, ebescoutleader@ebescouts.co.uk, 07899 892344
Fridays “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes,10am-11.30am, Northall Village Hall. Contact Emma 

Whittemore on 01525 376124

Village Diary

www.jukeboxjunction.co.uk
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Saturdays Jazzercise 9-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Saturdays KFPA Musical theatre classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 9.30-10.30am (4years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info
Sundays Sunday Worship at 11am, Edlesborough Baptist Church, Moor End, LU6 2FL. Contact: 01525 

222064 or edlesboroughbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Sundays Yoga, 9:30am-10:30am, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact eleanorlangton@outlook.com 

or 07969315384
Sundays Karate for kids & adults, 2:30-4pm & 4:30-6pm, Eaton Bray VH, Contact 07500 007779
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern (except Jan-2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact Margaret Jones 

on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Tues Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby Club at 8pm. 

For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10:30am - 12 noon (July held on 2nd Saturday)
2nd Monday Film Society, Sep to May, 2pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Graham Chappell 01525 220883
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall. Contact Sue Bingham  

01525 222522
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern, Keira 07936 693696
2nd Saturday Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church,, October to May only
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
2nd Friday Leukaemia Research Coffee Morning 2, Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 a.m. all welcome. No 

meeting in September, June plant bring and buy, December Sherry & mince pies
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10:00-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church

Village Diary

This Month’s One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
5th Mch St. Mary’s Book Swap, 10:30am - 12noon, St Mary’s Eaton Bray
16th Mch Macmillan Curry Night, Cafe Masala, £22 per head, Book 01525 222264
19th Mch Litter Pick Day, meet 10am at School Lane car park Eaton Bray, Contact:07931 520166
19th Mch Music @ St.Mary’s Noah’s Cape, 7:30pm, £10 (children free) Book: 01525 222283

[Type here] 

 

  T: 01525 220208          E: info@janesltd.co.uk      
F: 01525 222802               www.janesltd.co.uk 

 
Janes(Retail) Ltd, 4-8 High Street, Edlesborough, Dunstable Beds, LU6 2HS                                                                     

Directors: Louise Janes & Andrew Janes.  Registered in England & Wales, Company No. No 648944  VAT No. 196 503445 

  

PART TIME DELIVERY DRIVER  
REQUIRED TO JOIN OUR TEAM 

Delivery & Installation of HOME Appliances  
Tuesday/ Friday & Saturdays  

Hourly Rate From £12.00 per hour + 
To apply please Email:  

andrew-janes@janesltd.co.uk 
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DERRICK BONFIELD
Martin, David and Petula would like to thank family and 
friends, the Vicar Joy Cousans at Eaton Bray Church 
and the Churchwardens, plus Bryan Daniels who rang 
the bell at Dads Service on Monday, 17th January. Also 
the contributions from Dad’s local church, the Northall 
Baptist.  It was a beautiful January day, the sun shone 

brightly for us as we said our goodbyes to our Dad, Derrick Bonfield, also known 
as Bonny.
Father was born in 1924 at Icknield Farm on the Tring Road, and attended Eaton 
Bray School as a youngster.  After that he helped his father on the farm and with 
his haulage business, eventually having to run it himself due to his father’s ill 
health.  On his marriage to Daphne Vasey, known as Dill they were able to have 
a council house in Swan Lane, Northall,  By then he was working at Broomstick 
Garage in Edlesborough for Mr Alan Moore.  After his time there, father went as 
HGV fitter/driver for R.K. Browning in Leighton Buzzard for over thirty years.
Mum and Dad were very involved in the concept of the Northall Village and 
Recreational Social Club, with the aim of raising money for the village hall, which 
now stands in Southend Lane.  The Club had a Sale of work each September and 
among the people who helped were two ladies Edna Ward and Brenda Warner who 
made beautiful items to be sold on their stall.  The Bonfire night celebrations were 
always well attended with plenty to eat and a roaring fire and the best Guy Fawkes 
competition.  Tug of War was always fun and sometimes a little boisterous.  These 
were just some of events done to raise monies for the hall.
Dad was always on hand to mend people’s equipment, whether it be someone’s 
car, or perhaps a friend’s washing machine, he always seemed to be able to find a 
way to fix something broken.

He was a great friend to many and he will be greatly missed by us all.

Introducing the Anne Robson 
Helpline - If you or someone close 
to you is dying, you can talk to us.

At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be 
there to listen to anyone who is struggling 
with the imminent death of someone they 
care about.  We know that facing the end of 
life can leave you isolated and alone. 

Calls are free and confidential – Call us on 0808 801 0688
Being able to access support whilst a loved one is dying is really important for a 
number of reasons. Gaining knowledge of what may happen towards the end and 
having a sense of ‘preparedness’ helps both the person dying and their family gain as 
much control as possible.
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service to find out more.
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Thames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson
Email: greatbrickhillwingivinghoenhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

Village Hall Booking Contacts
Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  07857 318696 www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk/nvh 

Email:northallvhbookings@gmail.com
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 07975 797202

Email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk Website www.ebvh.co.uk
Dagnall: Bev Way 07875 462128 & Trish Owen 07762 151364 

Email DVH_Bookings@outlook.com
Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Village
 Info

Helpline: 07930 987064
Manned phone hours:  

9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls)

Call us if you want help with getting to the surgery/hospital, collecting 
prescriptions, minor errands or d-i-y jobs, form-filling, walking your pet, on-
line shopping support etc. or if you would welcome our befriending service.

We help people of Eaton Bray and adjacent villages

Defibrillator Locations
These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them, please 
phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of the unit will be 
confirmed. The defibrillator is easy and safe to use. The units can be found on the 

outside walls of the following locations:
Dagnall: Red Lion Public House & Munns Farm Shop

Eaton Bray: The Coffee Tavern
Northall: The Swan Public House

Edlesborough: Edlesborough Memorial Hall & Baptist Church, Summerleys

www.ebvh.co.uk
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Vicar: Rev’d Joy Cousans 
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Associate Priest: Rev’d Stephen Burge
Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)

Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)
Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk  Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray

Eaton Bray with Edlesborough
 Parish News

It is now two years since our lives were unexpectedly disrupted by Covid 19. We 
were required to lockdown, to stay at home only going out briefly for exercise or 
essential shopping. Everything changed. For some, lockdown became a period of 
reflection, and an opportunity to reconnect with the natural world in new ways. 
Revd Louise Collins, Team Vicar of Elstree and Borehamwood spent some of her 
lockdown reading and reflecting on trees. Trees are resilient, and adaptable. They 
are amongst the oldest living organisms on earth. They provide a big contrast 
to the way we live our lives in normal times, which for many are spent rushing 
around, constantly trying to fit everything in.
This year in our Lent Group with the North Chilterns Group of Churches we will be 
exploring the amazing world of trees, using material written by Louise. There will be 
an opportunity to ponder what trees can teach us and to engage in discussions with one 
another. Meetings will be held at Totternhoe Church Hall on Tuesday evenings during 
Lent, starting on Tuesday 8th March and concluding on Tuesday 5th April.  Drinks 
and biscuits will be served from 7.30pm and each session will start at 7.45pm with a 
presentation followed by discussion.
I am very excited about this Lent Course. I think it will help us to see the importance 
of trees and give us time and space to reflect on how we too can be rooted just as 
they are. The five sessions will cover themes of being rooted in life, in generosity, in 
community, in justice and in hope. We are often encouraged to think about our impact 
on the environment. But how often do we consider how the world around us can change 
and shape us? Louise has used a wide variety of material to enable reflections on what 
trees can teach us. She draws on insights from figures as diverse as the Archbishop 
of York, Stephen Cottrell and Mother Julian of Norwich. Louise uses these as well as 
Biblical passages and her wide reading and research to open up the amazing world of 
trees in all its aspects.

Everyone is welcome to come along. If you have never been to church before and you 
would like to think more deeply about things, then this is a good opportunity to do so. 
It will be a relaxed approach with no pressure to join the discussion unless you wish to 

www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 10.00am  PARISH HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

8.00am HOLY COMMUNION
10.00am  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal 
service.

WEEK-DAYS: Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES. 

WE ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO WEAR A FACE COVERING
DETAILS AND ONLINE WORSHIP: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk

Dagnall Church Services
The All Saint’s Dagnall Sunday service is at 
10.30am on the 3rd Sunday of  each month. 

All welcome. 

We encourage people to wear a face covering. 

Any  queries please contact Phillip Lee on 
07977234453. 

Dagnall Church, Ringshall Road HP4 1RL

In light of the current Coronavirus situation the Pastoral Care 
Team at St. Mary’s, Eaton Bray welcomes your assistance in 
identifying any of our parishioners who might be sick or otherwise 
benefit from their support during this challenging time. Please 
contact us at admin@stmaryseatonbray.org.uk in this regard.

Dagnall Church
The clergy and congregation of All Saints’ Church, Dagnall invite you to join us at 
the church on Sunday 20th March at 10.30am. Richard, Bishop of Bedford, will be 
celebrating Holy Communion with us. Refreshments will be served after the service. 
All welcome.

do so- and it is free! The other thing worth noting is that although 
the sessions are linked, each one will stand alone. I hope you will 
take the opportunity to join us and learn more from the natural 
world about being Rooted in Hope and the amazing world of 
trees.
Wishing you a holy Lent, 
Joy (Vicar of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough)
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It is a great delight to be able to inform the village 
community that live music will once again be 
performed at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, after a long 
hiatus caused by Covid. Our first concert will be at 
7.30pm on Saturday 19th March to be performed by 
Noah’s Cape, a folk trio based in Buckinghamshire. 
Noah’s Cape is a group we know well; they 
performed at St Mary’s in 2019 and more recently 
one member of the band, Linda Watkins, performed 
at the Poppy Prom in 2021. We look forward to 
seeing you. Tickets from 01525 222283 cost £10.

Linda is no stranger to her local folk circuit. She 
is an experienced singer/songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist with her music played on the BBC 
and local radio stations. From heart rending songs 
to light hearted anecdotes you are assured of high 
quality entertainment.
Marian Wedley has a full catalogue of well written 
observational material covering subjects as diverse 
as the demise of the Ash tree to the working practices 
on a building site! She is adept at writing humorous 
pieces as well as commenting on more serious and 
hard-hitting issues. Her sweet and delicate vocals 

lend themselves to the 
subject matter of her 
songs in a way that draws 
the listener in from the first note.
Mark Niel is a poet, writer, actor and musician. He 
was appointed Milton Keynes’ Poet Laureate in May 
2011. Mark sang as a tenor with choir Heart and Music 
for five years and has also undertaken principal roles 
in Musicals such as Kiss me, Kate, Seussical and City 
of Angels. 

Kenneth Munt
The family would like to thank everyone who attended the funeral of Kenneth 
Munt (1929-2022) Dad, grandad and great grandad who will be sorely missed 

by all.
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Technology Support
for Home and Business

Onsite or Remote Support
PCs, Smartphones, Tablets, Printers

Broadband, Internet, WiFi, Email
Security Guidance

Virus Protection & Removal
Upgrades & Installations

Data and System Recovery
Hardware & Software Troubleshooting

Home & Office Network Setup & Support

01525 229695 or 07950 597962
support@morenassociates.co.uk

Free initial consultation

MAMA
Moren Associates

Technology Services

mailto:support%40morenassociates.co.uk?subject=
mailto:sales%40unicornwindows.co.uk?subject=
mailto:sales%40unicornwindows.co.uk?subject=
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Edlesborough Dental Practice 
Telephone: 01525 223175 

11 Cow lane, Edlesborough, LU62HT 

www.flossandsmile.co.uk 
Get the Beautiful Smile You Deserve! 
EMERGENCY TEXT TO : 07590035899 

 
General Family Dentistry *Crowns *Bridges *Dentures *Smile Makeovers 

*Tooth Whitening *Tooth straightening *Implants *Botox  
*Hygienist *Sedation *0% Finance  

      

 
The Clear Alternative 

to Braces 
 

 
Implants 

  

"Excellent 
experience. 
I nearly fell 

asleep whilst 
having my 

fillings done! 
Very reassuring 

- no rush. 
I was made to 

feel completely 
at ease. 

Thank you!"  
-  R.R 

"Without doubt 
the most 

competent, 
gentle & lovely 
dentist in the 

Northern 
hemisphere! 
I won't see 

anyone else. 
Thank you  

from a nervous 
patient." 

- M.B. 

 

Dentist : 
Dr A. Johar 

GDC number : 111350 
 

Hygienist: 
Mrs Jane Shrowder 
GDC number : 2344 

http://www.flossandsmile.co.uk
http://www.computamation.co.uk
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com

Simply the BEST Carpet & Upholstery
cleaning you can get

• The most modern, up-to-date equipment
• Hot Water Extraction 

• Stain Removal Service
• Most of my work is recommendations 

or repeat business
• I carry my own water and remove all waste water

• Commerical, Industrial and residential Carpet 
& Upholstery Cleaning service

01525 851 811 or 
Mobile 07790 034818
Email : sales@deep-cleaners.co.uk

Website : deep-cleaners.co.uk
Approved Prochem Trained

Please Call Darren Batchelor for a free quotation on: 

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfing Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL 
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs 

• All Testing & Inspection • CCTV Systems 

• Rewires • PAT Testing 
• Security Systems/Lighting • Fuse Boards 
• LED & Low Energy Lighting • Fault Finding/Repairs 

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.  
Fast, friendly and reliable local electrician.  For a free,   

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on:    
                      Tel: 01525 222109 
                    Mobile: 07850 682815 

                    www.pdyerelectrical.co.uk 
  

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu
Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,

Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

www.patriciascuisine.co.uk

www.pdyerelectrical.co.uk
www.patriciascuisine.co.uk
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GRASS ROOTS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES. 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS 
(Fully insured) 

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb) 
01525 221960 

S M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511

Steve Johns
All mowers and garden machinery 

repaired and serviced
Collection and delivery available

07720 828166

Steve the Mower Man

Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

http://www.flicksandbangs.com
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Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin 
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

     

        For a top quality 
  decorating job call 
 
  
  

 Marc Flack 
  
   

 01442 842639 (Dagnall) 
   
  
 
 

 Trading locally for over 15 years 

        References are available. 

http://www.andersondrs.co.uk
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Tel: 01525 220468 

Email: admin@eba.ec 
www.eatonbrayacademy.co.uk 

Eaton Bray Academy 
Visit our school website to find out more about us, watch our 

virtual school tour or arrange a socially distanced visit. 
 

We have availability for pupils from the term after they turn two 
to Year 6. 

. “Pupils are unfailingly proud of their school” 
Ofsted, 2019 
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M u sic  a t S t  M a r y ’s  

NOAH’S CAPE

Tickets priced £10.00 (children free) 
from the Box Office on 01525 222283.

Noah’s Cape is a three piece folk band. Three talented 
singer songwriters combine to deliver unique sets of 
traditional and original songs with innovative arrangements 
and trademark three-part harmonies.

7.30pm, Saturday 19 March
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Wednesday 16th March 

£22 per head 
To include papadoms, mixed starters, 
chicken, lamb and vegetable dishes, 

rice and naan. 

Book now at Café Masala 
01525 222264 
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NEW ROUTE - NEW DATE 23 APRIL 2022

Walk for Pace and make a huge difference to our 
inspirational children, who face mobility challenges every single day.  

Three routes: 18, 12 and 6 miles taking in woodlands 
and the infamous Ridgeway.

Charity No. 1011133
Sign up today at thepacecentre.org/thebigwalk

Step up and make a difference

OPEN GARDENS 
FESTIVAL

17 July 2022
Wanted – Gardens

In Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or Northall
Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to 

help raise money for charity?
If so, or you would like more information, please contact 

Gordon Gray on 220136.
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Edlesborough Parish Council News
Including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall

16m Telecoms Mast on High Street, Edlesborough
Parishioners will be aware that the installation of a 
16m Telecoms Mast on High Street, Edlesborough 
has commenced.
Edlesborough Parish Council (EPC) would 
like to clarify that when planning applications 
are submitted EPC is a consultee and not the 
planning authority. The planning authority is 
Buckinghamshire Council (BC). EPC submits 
responses to planning applications that it believes 
reflect the wishes of the parishioners.
Two applications for the installation of the mast 
on High Street, Edlesborough were submitted 
to BC and a yellow notice was posted in a lamp 
post at the proposed location on 25th October. The 
yellow notices are the planning authority’s process 
for informing parishioners of an application. Once 
notices are posted it is parishioner’s responsibility 
to look on the Buckinghamshire Council website 
for more information about the application.
EPC objected to both applications for the Telecom 
Mast on the grounds that the mast would be too 
close to homes, and would have a detrimental 
visual impact on the village.
In response to the first application Buckinghamshire 
Council advised the applicant that “The current 
plans show that the proposed monopole would 
sit to the immediate rear of 9 St Mary’s Glebe, 
and therefore would be highly visible from this 
neighbouring property. However, it is recognised 
that within the site’s red line boundary the proposed 
monopole could be relocated to be situated within 
the gap along the boundary line between numbers 
7 and 9 St Mary’s Glebe dwellings, as such the 
harm to residential amenity would be reduced. It 
is therefore considered that the proposal would 
comply with policy I6 of the VALP (Vale of Aylesbury 
Local Plan) and the guidance set out within the 
NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) 
however prior approval would be required with 
regards to siting, such to reduce the impact upon 
the amenity of neighbours.” As a result of this the 

applicant submitted a second application siting 
the mast between 7 and 9 St Mary’s Glebe. The 
applicant did this on the grounds that permission 
would be granted. This meant that whilst EPC 
objected to the second application permission 
was granted before EPC was able to inform the 
neighbouring residents of the application.
EPC did all it could in objecting to this permitted 
development. EPC believes that residents would 
not have been able to achieve any more even if they 
had submitted an objection before the application 
was determined. 
Good Intent, Edlesborough Telecom Mast
Parishioners will recall that earlier in 2021 EPC had 
previously received a pre application consultation 
from another company wishing to install a telecom 
mast at the top of Good Intent. This company has 
not yet submitted an application for this installation 
and EPC has tried to work with them to find a more 
suitable position. This company could still submit 
an application to install a mast at the top of Good 
Intent.
Planning Applications
You can read more about EPC’s procedure for 
responding to planning applications on the EPC 
website. The website is regularly updated with 
information about local planning applications, 
including EPC’s responses to applications and the 
planning authority’s decisions. 
Buckinghamshire Councillors
Each month at least one of the following 
Buckinghamshire Councillors Chris Poll, Peter 
Brazier and Derek Town attend the Edlesborough 
Parish Council meetings. They provide a 
detailed Buckinghamshire Council report to the 
EPC, a copy of which can be found on EPC’s 
website along with the Council meeting minutes. 
Additionally they support, help and advise EPC 
Councillors with various Parish matters.

The EdleFest dates for 2022 
have been confirmed as 10th and 
11th June. More information 



23

and tickets are available via the 
EdleFest website https://edlefest.
site123.me/ 
Community Board for Ivinghoe 
and Wing Ward 
All residents are welcome attend the Wing and 
Ivinghoe Community Board meetings.
Community Boards were introduced under the 
new Unitary authority as a new way of bringing 
the council, groups, organisations and local people 
together to look at local issues and find ways of 
improving them together.
As a community-led partnership, Community 
Boards:
• influence how decisions are made and how 

services are delivered
• represent the voice of local people
• capture thoughts, ideas and suggestions
• bring together key community partners and 

residents
• identify local needs and work to produce 

creative solutions
There are many ways the boards work with the 
community to identify what is important in each 
area and take action together.
The boards will use local data, intelligence and the 
views of people and partners in the community to 
identify key areas of focus and priorities for the 
board. These priorities will help determine where 
the boards take action and allocate funding to 
improve the local area.
The boards are all about taking action. Action 
groups will explore the local priorities, set up 
local projects and find creative ways to make local 
changes.
Each board has an allocated budget to fund local 
projects and initiatives.
There will be five public meetings held each year. At 
these meetings, funding is allocated and feedback 
will be shared on the plan of action. Action notes 
from these meetings will be published online.
Get involved
If you join your community board, you’ll be able 
to have your say on issues that affect your area. 
How involved you become is up to you. The 

Community Board will:
• send you a regular newsletter
• invite you to our board meetings and events
• give you the opportunity to 

get involved with our action 
groups

• let you know about local 
consultations

• share information on funding for communities.
More information about the Wing and Ivinghoe 
Community Board can be found at www.
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/
improving-your-local-community/wing-ivinghoe-
community-board/ 
Edlesborough Green
At the time of writing this report a pony and trap 
has managed to gain access to Edlesborough 
Green. This is against the Byelaws and could be 
a danger to other users of the Green. The Council 
will shortly be installing new barriers to help 
prevent further unauthorised use of the Green. 
If any parishioner witnesses events such as this 
or any other dangerous activity on the Green or 
in the Parish this should be reported to Thames 
Valley Police via 999.
Edlesborough Green continues to be widely 
used by parishioners for dog walks, exercise, and 
carefully coordinated sports activities. 
EPC reminds all parishioners to:
• Keep dogs under control. If your dog does not 

have excellent recall it must be kept on lead 
to ensure that is does not spoil the enjoyment of 
Edlesborough Green for other users. 

• Use the litter bins provided or preferably take all 
rubbish and recycling home.

• Clean up after your dog!
EDaN Community Car Service
This is a group of local volunteers who support 
parishioners with journeys to hospital etc. The 
group which has been inactive due to Covid 19 
has now resumed. The group is in need of more 
volunteer drivers. Any parishioner interested in 
using the service or volunteering should contact 
the co-ordinator Peter Williams via email at 
peterw500@aol.com  or on 01442 842506.

https://edlefest.site123.me/
https://edlefest.site123.me/
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/improving-your-local-community/wing-ivinghoe-community-board/ 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/improving-your-local-community/wing-ivinghoe-community-board/ 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/improving-your-local-community/wing-ivinghoe-community-board/ 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/improving-your-local-community/wing-ivinghoe-community-board/ 
mailto:peterw500%40aol.com?subject=
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Edlesborough Parish Council Contact Information:
Clerk:  Miss Penny Pataky      Office hours Mon – Fri 9am – 12pm (Excl. Wed)

Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   01525 229358   Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil

EDaN Beautification Team
The EDaN Beautification Team continue to work 
hard tending to the various planters in the villages 
of Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall which are 
all looking lovely.
Do you enjoy gardening and have some time to 
spare? 
The EDaN Beautification Team is running low on 
volunteers for the tidying and watering of these 
planters. Anyone interested in getting involved 
or helping out with the watering should contact 
Mrs Christine Yates on 01525 220739 or chris@
brooklyns.org.uk  
Allotments
EPC would like to thank the team 
of volunteers who gave up their time to help tidy 
and clear unlet plots at the Dagnall allotment site.
Anyone wishing to take on a plot at Dagnall should 
contact the Clerk for more information. EPC 
currently holds a waiting list for the three other 
sites, anyone wishing to be added to the waiting list 
should contact the Clerk.  
Streetlights
Please report failed streetlights in Edlesborough, 
Dagnall and Northall to the Clerk for repair. 
When making a report please ensure you provide 
the Clerk with the information displayed on the 
lamp post.
Speedwatch & EDaN Traffic Management
Traffic Calming
Thames Valley Police have relaunched 
and restarted their Community 
Speedwatch – more information can be 
found at Restart and relaunch for Community 
Speedwatch in 2021 · Thames Valley Police & 
Crime Commissioner (thamesvalley-pcc.gov.
uk) Any parishioner interested in becoming 
involved with the EDaN Community Speedwatch 
for Edlesborough Parish should contact Cllr 
Alan Williams via email at alan.williams@
edlesborough-pc.gov.uk  or on 07828 398371
Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS)
EPC has submitted a proposal to the aforementioned 

Community Board to acquire and 
install three units to be deployed 
at various sites throughout the 
three villages, Edlesborough, 
Dagnall and Northall to remind 
road users of the speed limit 
in force. As well as a flashing indicator to each 
passing driver the unit will summarise the number 
of vehicles at the actual recorded speeds. This data 
when analysed will enable the council to consider 
whether physical traffic calming measures might 
be needed. This together with Speedwatch 
reinforces the Buckinghamshire Council principle 
of educating drivers to observe the speed limits.
Small Grant Scheme launched
EPC has announced a new grant scheme open 
to organisations and residents within the parish 
of Edlesborough. This is designed to encourage 
projects to benefit people in the villages of 
Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall. See separate 
article in this magazine with the criteria and how 
to apply.
Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings 
will take place in Edlesborough Memorial Hall on:
• Thursday 17th March 2022
• Thursday 21st April 2022
The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.
Parishioners are welcome to attend all Ordinary 
Parish Council meetings and may ask questions, 
raise issues and give suggestions during the Open 
Forum before the formal start of the meeting. 
Council requests that where possible questions, 
issues and suggestions are submitted in writing to 
the Clerk by the Tuesday preceding the meeting. 
The Agenda and full minutes of previous Parish 
Council meetings are available to view on the 
website or from the Parish 
Clerk. 
All the hyperlinks in the 
information above can 
be accessed through the 
Edlesborough Parish website.

mailto:chris%40brooklyns.org.uk?subject=
mailto:chris%40brooklyns.org.uk?subject=
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
mailto:alan.williams%40edlesborough-pc.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:alan.williams%40edlesborough-pc.gov.uk?subject=
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Friends of the Church on the Hill, Edlesborough
Our Thoughts are turning towards SUMMER.
After a busy 2021, plans are already well underway for 2022.
Enquiries are already coming in to the Churches Conservation Trust for “Champing”, 
Camping in our Church after record numbers last year. The season lasts from April to 
October. Dare you?
All eyes are on June. The villages will enjoy the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, and the 
very next week, it’s …...EdleFest. 
Your own local music festival will return after a two year break. All of the artists are 
contracted, the Ticket Agency is open and tickets are selling well.
If you are a Facebook user follow us for the latest posts and details about EdleFest at 
Friends of the Church on the Hill Edlesborough, or go directly to edlefest.site123.me or 
if you are not regularly online please contact wyn.johns@gmail.com
Plus hopefully we will be selling tickets courtesy of Louise at Janes Flooring from April.
Dorothy Ferguson is the new Chair of the Friends of the Church on the Hill, having 
taken over from Theresa McCloskey who has now stepped down from this position but 
continues to support us. Tributes have been paid for her sterling leadership over the years 
and the initiatives that she led.
Our Group is small, but perfectly formed, but there is always room for new Friends to 
join us in making the Church “used and loved”.
Wyn Johns

GORDON’S CHRISTMAS PUZZLE 2021
It has been a remarkable year for the Christmas Puzzle

Winners
I conducted a draw on Thursday 10th February. Winners, receiving a cheque for 
£50 were: Pat Kirby-Evans, Frin Baron and Trevor Gibb. Six other names were 
drawn from among all the entries I received. These who will receive a cheque 
for £10 were: Katie Cummins, Jill Butler, Amanda Garland, Ken Prosser, Angie 
Baker (from Eaton Bray) and Marjori Gibbs

A record number of 394 entrants
Thanks to many of you for your continued support.

Overseas entries from Australia, Cyprus, France, Ireland and New Zealand.
£10,200 raised this year, so five charities will each receive £2,040

This brings the total raised by the Puzzle to over £119,000 and brings the 
number of different charities supported by the Puzzle to 88 of whom 58 have 

received £1,000 or more
On behalf of the charities, “Thank you for your remarkable generosity.
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EDLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk: Miss Penny Pataky, 15 Summerleys, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2HR 
Email: clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk 01525 229358  Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil 

 
NEW SMALL GRANT AWARD SCHEME LAUNCHED 

 
Edlesborough Parish Council is pleased to announce a new Small Grant scheme. 

 
This is a great opportunity for local groups, local charities and local organisations to get a 
grant of up to £500 in this new scheme. The main terms of the grant are very 
straightforward. 
 

• The purpose for which the grant is made must be in the interest of Edlesborough Parish that 
covers the residents of Edlesborough. Dagnall and Northall.  

• EPC will determine the size of the award up to a maximum of £500. 
• We will not award funds for activities that have already taken place. 
• Any publicity covering the activity funded must mention EPC’s involvement. 
• The award recipients must make a short presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 
The last time EPC awarded grants was to the teams established from the Parish 
Plan in 2008. Today, some of those teams are still operating successfully. This new award 
scheme is broader in its application and is intended to run each year from now onwards if 
enough proposals come forward for funding.  
 
We have designed the application in two stages. The first stage involves screening the 
application to ensure it meets the basic criteria. EPC has established a small team of 
councillors who will examine the initial proposal. If the proposal passes stage one it moves 
forward to the second stage where we will require all the details needed to ensure that 
public money is spent wisely. 
 
Applications will be reviewed at any time during the year and awards to successful 
applications made in each quarter beginning in April this year. The total funding available is 
limited. 
 
Full details of the terms of the scheme can be found on the EPC website.  
https://www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk or if you don’t have access to the web by calling the 
clerk Penny Pataky on 01525 229358 
 
 
Please remember the key requirement is that it must benefit the Parish of Edlesborough that 
covers the residents of Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall. 
 
We look forward to hearing your proposals! 
 
Edlesborough Parish Council 
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EDLESBOROUGH 
SURGERY

11 Cow Lane Edlesborough
All Enquiries/Appointments 

01525 221630
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Friendly village Practice 
offering a wide range of 

health services including coils/
implants, minor surgery, travel 
advice, in-house blood tests at 
surgery, on-line appointments 

and repeat prescription 
ordering. 

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
 and well-established delivery service to the villages.

Professional advice always available. 
All doctors/dentists/veterinary/hospital prescriptions dispensed. 

Herbal/Homeopathic products available. In addition we supply Disability 
aids, e.g. Wheelchairs,  Incontinence aids, Ostomy/Colostomy products, 

Malaria Prophylaxis, Private Flu Vaccinations
We are happy to order any products you may require.

Instant PASSPORT/ID Photos available
*** New for Everyone with Dunstable Doctors ***

Patients of Kirby Road, West Street, Kingsbury Court, Priory 
Gardens, Eastgate Surgery

Sign up now to have your prescriptions sent electronically to 
Edlesborough Pharmacy. Collect your medication from us, no car park 

charges and a well stocked pharmacy.
We have a free weekly delivery service for the housebound, elderly and 

for those unable to collect from the pharmacy.
email mitul.patel5@nhs.net / Tel 01525 223181 for sign-up forms

www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk
http://www.cafemasala.com
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CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make 

an appointment

JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM  

mailto:aspect%40sparky.me?subject=Focus%20Magazine%20advert%20enquiry
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Sales
Lettings
Management

4a Wallace Drive · Eaton Bray · Bedfordshire · LU6 2DF

01525 220605
info@giblinproperty.co.uk
www.giblinproperty.co.uk 
lettings@giblinproperty.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS
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BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

G & J Groundwork & 
Landscapes

Block Paving * Patios * Driveways
Clearance * Paths * Shingle * Slabs

Artificial Grass * Fencing
Free estimates

Garry 
07949 118011

 

 

Kennels & Kathotel 
 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 
 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield Road 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
  

Proprietors 
Mick, Denise and Michele Garrod 

http://www.mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
http://www.tonistootsies.co.uk
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 Painting & Decorating  Plastering
 Wall & Floor Tiling  Door Hanging
 Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experience
All work guaranteed and fully insured

Call Adrian :  01582 539179
     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

GARDEN SERVICES LTD
DESIGN I BUILD I MAINTAIN

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
NCH Horticulture City & Guilds Garden Design

A professional company working with all your garden 
requirements from design to complete landscape.

07773 723236
www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk

www.allyearroundbbq.co.uk

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE
* Plastering & Coving

* Floor Screeding
* Pebbledashing & Rendering

* Dry Lining
* Cornices & Mouldings

* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON
Mobile: 07751 830716

17 Kirkstone Drive, Dunstable LU6 3PP

Absolutely Plastered

www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk
www.allyearroundbbq.co.uk
http://www.mjsecurity.co.uk
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Presentations 
Books, Leaflets Brochures 

Magazines, Adverts
 Design & Layout
Self Publishing

Digitising
Scanning of Photos & 

Documents, Slides & Videos 
Archiving, Photo Repairs

Domain Name, Email 
Address &

Web Site Hosting

01525 229695
enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk
www.morenassociates.co.uk

MAMA
Moren Associates
Publishing Services

Desktop 
Publishing

www.morenassociates.co.uk
http://www.jolatusdance.co.uk
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offices - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk 

www.plummproperty.co.uk
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McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Leaf Clearance • Grass Cutting/Scarifying
Patios & Driveways • Pressure Washing

Weed Control • Tree Work & Wood Chipping
Fencing • Snow Clearing • Mini Digger Hire
Tel: 01525 839622 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: spinneylandscapes@gmail.com

www.spinneylandscapes.com

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics

Anderton
Electrics

Keepin
g you

 wire
d up.

Contact James direct on:
Mobile: 07771 698 151
Office: 01582 343 123
Email: james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

� Free quotations, no obligations
� Emergency Work – day or night
� Domestic or Commercial
� A name you can trust 

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

Dunstable - 01582 343 123
Tring - 01442 824 740
Mobile - 07771 698 151
james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

D.A. Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories

 Emails:  dawindows@live.co.uk
  mimcavinder@hotmail.com 

Telephone: 01582 485443
Mobile: 07807 798387

• Installation of  UPVC windows, 
doors and conservatories

• Composite doors and side lights – 
choice of  design and colours

• Replacement glass units and 
window maintenance

*QUALITY PRODUCTS*
*QUALITY WORKMANSHIP*

*QUALITY PRICES*
Contact us for a quotation or to 

discuss your requirements

ACCREDITED MEMBER 
OF THE  INCORPORATION 

OF PLASTIC WINDOW 
FABRICATORS AND 

INSTALLERS

GOVERNMENT APPROVED 
CERTASS REGISTERED 
CONTRACTOR REG. NO. 

001634

www.spinneylandscapes.com
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I would like to thank everyone that bought an Eaton Bray Memories Calendar. Special 
thanks Jay & Kay at Nisa, Eaton Bray, The Swan, Northall, Jimmy Hawkins & Lizzie 
at Hawkins Transport and Dilys Wood my super sales lady. 
We raised           £850 
Printing costs     £320
Food Bank.         £530
It’s been wonderful to hear the memories from people looking at the photos.
I would like to make a correction to the October photo, 
It’s Mrs Gray not her sister Mrs Oakes, thanks to the lady at the Methodist Hall for 
spotting the mistake. 
Kathy Ellison 

Eaton Bray Memories Calendar 2022

Eaton Bray volunteers at the Food Bank  
Iian Stubbs, Greg Baker, Vi Grundy, Rex & Penny Abbotts

http://www.etctennis.org
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We look forward to seeing you at St Mary’s Church Coffee Morning, Eaton Bray for 
the launch of our free Book Swap project.
To begin with, this project will be held once a month to coincide with the Saturday 
morning church coffee morning.  If it proves successful the scheme will hopefully 
expand to include a weekly coffee morning in the church, on a weekday to be decided.
The books acceptable on the scheme are novels and children’s picture books in good 
condition; text books and cookery books are excluded.
Please only bring with you as many books as you will take home to read. The idea is 
to have a small number of books with a constant turnover; there is not the capacity for 
storage or disposal of large numbers of books.
If you are interested in helping us to develop this scheme, please come to the launch 
and talk to Chris or Jeni. 

1st Book Swap Day
Saturday March 5th 10:30 - 12:00

Take a Book you want to Read
Leave a book you want to Swap

Danesborough Chorus Concert
Saturday 2nd April 2022 at 7.30 pm
St Mary’s Parish Church, Woburn

Morten Lauridsen  Lux Aeterna
Josef Rheinberger  Requiem
Leonard Bernstein  Chichester Psalms
Tickets: £20, £15, £10, under 18s £5 (all unreserved) 
Phone 01908 583460 or from Danesborough Tickets, 
58 Church Road, Woburn Sands,  MK17 8TA. Please send 
a stamped SAE with a cheque to ‘Danesborough Chorus’. 
Also available online from www.wegottickets.com.

Reg. charity no. 279281        website: www.danesborough.org.uk
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The North Chilterns Group of Parishes 
 

 
 

Lent Course 2022 
Tuesdays 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th March, 5th April 

St Giles’ Church Hall, Totternhoe 

Refreshments 7.30pm Talk 7.45pm 

‘Rooted in Hope’ 
Exploring the amazing world of trees  

Revd Louise Collins 
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Our Camps combine fun and games with Tennis Coaching. Youngsters aged 10 years and under learn 
the basics while having lots of fun doing games and activities specifically designed to build co-

ordination, balance and movement. The older age groups work on drills to embed good movement 
and build fitness, which lead onto appropriate technical aspects of Tennis being covered. They finish 
up with valuable Tournament and match play tuition and practice, and even rain doesn’t always stop 
play. You don’t have to be member of the Club to attend the Camps and all abilities are catered for. 

 

Courses are run by Head Coach Sara Bamford (PTR Pro and LTA Level 4) with an LTA license, DBS and 
Emergency First Aid. All equipment is supplied but please wear sports clothing and suitable trainers. 
Ages 4-18 catered for. Please note all camp sessions will run inline with the LTA COVID Guidelines 
more information can be found at www.lta.org.uk 

 

 

 

 
*10% sibling discount and 10% members discount available  

 
 
Mini Tennis Camp Age 4 – 10 years old this session will be aimed at mini tennis level  
Junior Tennis Camp Age 11 years and up this session will be aimed at 11-18 year olds playing yellow 
ball tennis  

 
If you have any questions or need any more information,  

please call Sara Bamford on 07561-571578. 

 

To book directly online please visit our website or scan the QR code 
www.ebltc.org.uk 

Book now and guarantee your place! Eaton Bray Tennis Club, School Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DT 

 Junior Tennis Camp     

Week1: Mon 4th April  Tues 5th April Weds 6th April Thurs 7th April Fri 8th April 

 Mini Tennis Camp     

Week2: Mon 11th April  Tues 12th April  Weds 13th April Thurs 14th April  

 Cost  
Week (5 days) £60 
Week (4 days) £48 
1 Day £13 

 



38

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  

UPDATE: December 2015 

 

 

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

We have completed 3 months in the development of our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and 
are now in the "Evidence gathering and Consultation" phase. 
  
HELP NEEDED 
  
We would like everybody in Eaton Bray to help decide the direction that our 
Neighbourhood Plan should take, please consider these 4 questions:- 

1. What do you like about Eaton Bray? 

2. What don't you like about Eaton Bray? 

3. What do we want in Eaton Bray or What do we need to improve? 

4. What do we want to preserve? 

Please send your suggestions / comments regarding Planning Issues only to “The Clerk, 
Eaton Bray Parish Council, 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD. 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 

The Steering Group will be reporting progress through the Focus Magazine so that 
residents can keep up to date.   If you would like your voice to be heard, please feel free 
to attend the next Steering Group meeting. Meetings are generally planned for the last 
Monday of the month at 19.30 at the Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray; however due to the 
Christmas break the NP Steering Group will be held on Monday 11th January 2016. 

 

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL FOCUS REPORT
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our 

website: www.ebpc.co.uk. A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the 
Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern.

Parish Council Website
To keep up to date with what is happening in your parish, you can get all Parish Council news and 
updates from the Parish Council website. The website has all Parish Council meeting agendas, minutes, 
financial documents and contact information as well as official sponsored events/initiatives and is the 
official council communications website. Visit it here: www.ebpc.co.uk
Parish Open Office/Surgery
The Parish Council will be trailing a monthly Parish Council Office opening on the second Tuesday 
after the monthly Parish Council meeting. The first session will be on Tuesday 15 February 2022, 10am-
12pm. If you need to speak to the Parish Council Clerk about local matters, you can visit the Parish 
Council Office at the Coffee Tavern. For further information, please visit the Parish Council website: 
https://www.ebpc.co.uk/parish-council-openoffice-surgery-trial/
FixMyStreet
CBC have a reporting system to make reporting road/street issues easier, quicker and more accurate. 
To report and track highways and environment problems go online/use the FixMyStreet app: https://
fixmystreet.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
Litter Pick Day, Saturday 19 March 2022
The Parish Council are organising a Litter Pick Day on Saturday 19 March 2022. We will meet in the car 
park on School Lane at 10am. Please wear strong shoes. We will provide litter grabbers, sacks, gloves 
and Hi-Viz vests but please bring your own if you have them.
To sign up please contact Roy Michel 07931-520166 or email roytheboyfrance@hotmail.com

Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10 January 2022, from 7:30pm
(Minutes ratified at PC Meeting, 10/01/2022)

Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC)
Cllr Philip Spicer - email: Philip.Spicer@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk, 
CBC Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk, CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8301 
• Resurfacing/upgrade of pavements: CBC looking into new material (screed, levelling, defects) and 

trials are being conducted in other locations, waiting for findings before final decision is made. Cllr 
Spicer urged residents to continue to take photos/report on poor quality pavements, via FixMyStreet.

• Street lighting: a reminder to all residents to report any broken/faulty streetlights to CBC via 
FixMyStreet. 

• S.I.D. – CBC are introducing a new initiative, allowing councilsto put in a request for updated S.I.D. 
equipment (match funded). CBC will look at requests and evaluate best indicator device for location

• Line markings: Cllr Spicer to investigate the zig-zag line markings.
Planning Applications – December 2021/January 2022
A copy of the Parish Council’s response to planning applications can be seen on the Parish Council 
website or obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.
Monthly Payments, January 2022
A copy of the Parish Council monthly payments can be seen on the Parish Council website or obtained 
by applying to the Parish Clerk.

https://fixmystreet.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
https://fixmystreet.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

o The Parish Council are in the process of obtaining quotations for new fencing to be fitting along the bank 
in Mill End Close. 
◦ UPDATE 10/052021: Temporary safety fencing is to be erected along the bank, with the permanent 

fencing along the bank planned to be erected w/c 21 June 2021. 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH TREES 
The Parish Council have put in a planning application (CB/TCA/21/00187) for maintenance work to trees in 
the churchyard, including the removal of Leylandii trees which have become exceptionally large/unsightly.  
These will be replaced by a mix of native hedging. Awaiting CBC decision. 

◦ UPDATE 10/05/2021: Planning Application CB/TCA/21/00187 has been approved by CBC. The Parish 
Council are looking for the works to commence September/October 2021. 

VILLAGE CALENDAR 2022 
The Parish Council has received several historic photographs and are now in the process of choosing the final 
twelve which will be used in the calendar.  The Parish Council wished to thank everybody who took the time 
to send in their photographs. 
PARISH ALLOTMENTS 
All plots are now currently let.  The Parish Council does hold a waiting list.  Should you wish to be added to 
the list, please contact the Parish Clerk to register your interest. 
SPEEDWATCH 
If you would like to get involved in trying to slow down traffic in the village or are concerned about road safety, 
please contact the Parish Clerk.  
VILLAGE YOUTH PROJECT 
The Parish Council are looking at putting a Youth Council together, to encourage youngsters to get involved 
with matters in the village.  The Parish Council are working with CBC in putting this new initiative together. 
NEXT MEETING 
Due to social distancing measures members of the press and public are invited to join the meeting remotely 
through the ZOOM link provided on the EBPC website, www.ebpc.co.uk 
o Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council, 10 May 2021, from 7:30pm 
o Parish Council Meeting, Monday 7 June 2021, from 7:30pm 
o Parish Council Meeting, Monday 5 July 2021, from 7:30pm 
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
To keep up to date with what is happening in your parish, you can get all Parish Council news and updates 
from the Parish Council website. The website has all Parish Council meeting agendas, minutes, financial 
documents and contact information as well as official sponsored events/initiatives and is the official council 
communications website.  Visit it here: www.ebpc.co.uk  
 

 

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk 
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk – Telephone/Text: 07931 479663 – Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Parish Office: 17 Hammond Street, Aston Clinton, HP22 0AJ 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in your parish 

Recreation Grounds
• School Lane – The new equipment has passed inspection. The Parish Council decided to open the 

play area as it was impossible to keep children from using the area. Unfortunately, the ground is in a 
poor condition. The Parish Council will keep an eye on the condition of the playpark and review in 
the Spring. 

• Footpath – Some sections of the footpath a breaking up, the Parish Council is to assess the footpaths 
and obtain quotations for improvement works. *UPDATE 07/02/2022: Quotations have been 
received; the Parish Council has agreed to the improvement works going ahead.

• Horse& Trap - There have been several incidents of a horse and trap entering and driving round the 
recreation ground. This is not permitted under council Byelaws. The Parish Council has fitted two 
concrete posts at the path entrance from the car park in the hope of stopping this activity. The police 
have been informed of this activity and are monitoring the situation.

Highways
• The parish SIDs (Speed Indicating Devices): The Parish Council are waiting on the detail of the CBC 

scheme. *UPDATE 07/02/22: The Parish Council to put in their application to CBC for match funding.
Watercourse/Mill End Close
• Benches: Two new benches are to be installed at Mill End Close. *UPDATE 07/02/2022: Proposed 

fitting early March (weather dependant).
• Following some clearance from a neighbouring landowner, there was considerable debris in the river. 

This has been cleared by IDB (Internal Drainage Board). Concerns were raised by the Parish Council 
to the IDB regarding the heavy water flow over the sluice, the council are to check the water flow in 
the ditch up-stream.*UPDATE 07/02/2022: Some remedial work to a small leak was carried out to 
a small section of the bank. Tree roots may be contributing to the small leak, the Parish Council to 
monitor the situation.

Jubilee Celebrations
• The Parish Council are looking at fitting flag poles along the parish roads, attached to lamp posts, and 

are looking at suitable pole/flag options. *UPDATE 07/02/2022: The Parish Council looked at the 
sample poles and agreed to the design, the council to order poles/flags for display.

• Support Community Group: The Parish Council are looking for volunteers to help with the organising/
planning of an event for the Jubilee Celebrations. Any residents interested in joining this group please 
email the Parish Clerk with your contact details and a member of the Parish Council will get back to 
you to discuss further.

Parish Trees
• St. Mary’s Church/Ash: The Parish Council has gone out for quotations, awaiting responses. 

*UPDATE 07/02/2022: Quotations received; the Parish Council has approved the work going ahead.
• Landscape Buffer/Maple: The Parish Council has gone out for quotations, awaiting response. 

*UPDATE 07/02/2022: Quotations received; the Parish Council has approved the work going ahead.
• Tree Planting – The Parish Council are looking into replacements for vandalised/dead trees.
Parish Council Meeting (The Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray)
Details can be obtained from the EBPC website, www.ebpc.co.uk
• Parish Council Meeting, Monday 7 March 2022 from 7:30pm
• Parish Council Meeting, Monday 4 April 2022 from 7:30pm
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A few years ago, a previous Vicar at St Mary’s Church mentioned that 
in her previous parish a Men’s Breakfast Club had been formed and 

had proved to be very successful and popular as  a focal point where men might meet.
As a result, four of us found ourselves trying to somehow make the idea work locally 
and finally, in January 2013 the FVMBC held its opening meeting – or at least would 
have had heavy snow not arrived that morning.  Nevertheless, despite that minor 
setback a first meeting did take place a little later and the Club has since been meeting 
roughly every three months (when permitted to do so under COVID restrictions, of 
course …).
We meet in Northall Village Hall where for a modest £12.00 we enjoy a really superb, 
cooked breakfast, catch up with friends & neighbours old and new and then settle back 
for 45 minutes or so to listen to a speaker, subjects having ranged from Bletchley Park 
to Building a Classroom in Uganda and from the Shuttleworth collection to Space 
– and thanks to a prompt (if early) start at 8.00am, we’re usually on our way home 
shortly after 10.00am.
If it sounds of interest and you 
would like to come along – or 
would simply like more 
Information – please contact:
Chris Banks on 01525 221556 
and 07970 712447 or Graham 
Chappell on 01525 220883 and 
07980 321977.

THE FOUR VILLAGES MEN’S 
BREAKFAST CLUB [FVMBC]

When you 
realise that 

1970 and 2022 
are as far apart 

as 1970 and 
1918...
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Just when you think you’ve seen it all in a rescue kennel 
something really bizarre happens! 
A few weeks after lurcher Guy Self came to us we 
spotted what looked like the end of a cocktail stick 
poking out of the skin near his right hip. To our 
amazement as it was carefully removed it was not a 
cocktail stick but a 17cms (7”) skewer! It had been 
embedded in Guy’s pelvic region long before he came 
to us as there was no surface wound. Guy was treated 
by our vet and has made a full recovery. Sadly we 

cannot see how it could have happened accidentally. Despite all this, Guy is a gentle sweet-
natured boy who would love a home where he gets all the love and care he so deserves.
To support our work it’s easy to make a one-off donation of £3 simply by texting APPLE to 
70111, or donate via Paypal using the ‘DONATE Support a Cause’ option. Cheques are very 
welcome too! 

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming 
Kennels - A Strange Story

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels Harling Road, Eaton Bray LU6 1QY
01525 220383 (10am-1pm & 2-4 pm)  E-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk  Viewings are by appointment only.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram!

The February meeting commenced with minutes of January’s meeting read and signed 
and items of interest shared. We then briskly moved on to meet our guest speaker, Jean 
Yates and to hear all about Ladies of the Grand Tour – intrepid wives, widows and mistresses.
The Grand Tour of Europe in the 17th and 18th Centuries became a rite of passage for aristocratic 
young men. Ladies very rarely travelled, conditions were generally very basic and often dangerous 
which makes the stories of those that did all the more remarkable.
Women such as Ann, Lady Fanshaw b 1625. “Mother of Ice Cream”, discovered during her 
extensive travels with her Ambassador husband.
Another lady of note was Lady Mary Wortley Montagu b 1689. Her contribution to Western 
medicine was to introduce smallpox inoculation after witnessing the procedure on a tour of the 
Ottoman Empire.
One of the most scandalous, Elizabeth Pierrepont, Duchess of 
Kingston-upon-Hull. English courtier and courtesan, found 
guilty of bigamy she hurriedly left England with her fortune 
to avoid charges. Continuing her licentious life she became 
mistress to a Serbian count among her many exploits. She is said 
to have inspired Sheridan’s School for Scandal 1777. 
Our next WI Meeting is on March 8th.  Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of the month at the Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm. 
New ladies are always welcome.
Caroline Colleran 

Edlesborough W.I.



42

A warm welcome awaits you at the Wednesday Club in Northall 
Village Hall. Having had to close during the Covid pandemic, we are 
now looking forward to welcoming members old and new.
We are open to all from Northall, Dagnall, Edlesborough, Eaton Bray 
and the surrounding villages from 10am until 3pm weekly.

• Very friendly atmosphere
• Morning coffee and biscuits on arrival
• Home cooked lunch with pudding
• Afternoon tea and cakes
• Play games and bingo
• Make new friends
• Days out including trips to places of interest, garden centres plus 

an annual boat trip on the Grand Union Canal with fish and chip 
lunch on board 

• Entertainment by visitors
• Weekly sale table
• Join in as much or as little as you like

A day out for £10 per week, includes our own mini bus available for 
door to door transport on club days. Established over 30 years. The 
club is supported by a committee and a team of volunteers.
Please contact Peter Williams on 01442 842506 or 07901 621003 to 
arrange a visit or for more information.

Friend of Bucks Age Concern
NORTHALL & DISTRICT 

WEDNESDAY CLUB
Charity No. 293080
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NORTHALL AND DISTRICT
WEDNESDAY CLUB

LEADER REQUIRED
TO RUN AND ORGANISE THE WEDNESDAY CLUB
TOGETHER WITH A DEPUTY AND VOLUNTEERS

THIS IS A PAID APPOINTMENT
FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE

PETER WILLIAMS ON
01442 842506 OR 07901 621003
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The Organ in the Church on the Hill
The Organ in the Church on the Hill has been there since June 1885. It was built by 
Bishop & Son (an appropriate name) of 250, Marylebone Road, London NW. The 
company was founded in 1795 and became Organ Builder to HER MAJESTY, being 
Queen Victoria, and is still going strong today.
The Organ Cost £200, the Stool £2 and Carriage 
costs were 2 pounds 12 shillings and sixpence 
(£2.65). The current equivalent is approximately 
£30,000, though it would cost around £150,000 to 
build a comparable instrument today.  The Organ 
was later restored by R. Crabbe, Organ Builder 
of Wing, who also restored the organ at Little 
Gaddesden Parish Church.
We recently had an issue where a note was stuck 
on the Organ. If any stop (one of the knobs you 
see to either side of the keyboards, which select a 
specific type of sound, such as a flute) was drawn, 
then this one note would play continuously 
even though that note on the keyboard wasn’t 
being pressed. This, of course, makes the organ 
unusable.  Now fortunately we were able to 

call upon the expertise of Stephen Axford, 
Organist at St. Mary’s Eaton Bray who had 
first discovered the problem when he played 
at our Heritage Open Days “Songs of Praise”. 
So for three freezing days in November and 
December, two of us joined up with Stephen to 
“help” him solve the problem.
The basic principle of Organ design may 
have been unchanged for centuries (the inner 
workings of our instrument would be familiar 
to an organ builder from before Bach’s time in 
the seventeenth century) but you still need the 
inside knowledge, literally. Stephen removed 
parts of the housing and squeezed into the 
belly of the workings. He was able to free the 
stuck note and ensure that particular part of the 
mechanism didn’t stick again – for now! 
Music for the organ is usually written for both 

News from the Friends
of the Church on the Hill

Edlesborough
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hands and feet, and when the manual or pedal 
keyboard notes are depressed, valves (called 
pallets) are opened, wind supplied by bellows 
and stored in reservoirs flows through various 
channels, and the pipes produce the sound.  Our 
organ has two keyboards (manuals) with 56 notes 
each, and a pedalboard of 30 notes.  Many pipes 
can sound at the same time, and the organist can 
choose the type of sound – this organ has stops 
with familiar names such as flute, viol, and oboe, 
as well as ones that make the more typical big 
organ sound.
The pedal notes were the most troublesome 
aspect of the organ and only about half of them 
worked.  The pedal notes are the lowest notes, 
rather like the Double Bass in an orchestra, so 
missing these means you don’t get the deep rich sound you expect from an organ.  
Having seen the decrepit state of the innards (very clear in the first photograph), 
Stephen carefully removed and numbered all of the connecting rods (called trackers), 
which were cleaned, repaired, and re-varnished (most of the mechanism is incredibly 
lightweight, delicate pieces of wood), prior to re-assembling the action.  He fabricated 
new parts where the old was corroded or had been damaged by damp or mice!  This 
included hooks and connectors made of bronze wire, and felt and leather to make 
washers and nuts.  Half (15 notes) of the newly-repaired pedal action can be seen in the 
second photograph.  There is a similar collection of parts for the other 15 notes, which 
you can see in the third picture.  It took around twelve hours in total to re-assemble the 
full mechanism.
The Organ was played in its full pomp at our Carols by Candlelight Service, when 
Stephen also sang a solo, with his wife Elizabeth providing the accompaniment on the 
Organ. 
As the weather warms in the Spring, we hope Stephen will carefully overhaul the 
keyboard mechanism which, while it currently works (just), is also quite unreliable in 
places and is suffering from dirt, damp and general deterioration.
The Friends Group is deeply indebted to Stephen and we are hoping to host an Organ 
Recital in the Spring.  Stephen will demonstrate what our wonderful instrument is 
capable of, and tell us a bit more about how these amazing musical machines work.

******
St Mary’s Churchyard

I have recently completed a 3 year long project to record all the inscriptions and 
photograph all the graves in the church graveyard, to post on the website www.
findagrave.com as an aid to family historians anywhere in the world. I have also entered 
the details into a spreadsheet for use by the Parish clerk. The Bucks Family History 
Society carried out a similar task in the late 1980s.  Over 25% of the inscriptions that 
were readable then are now illegible, either completely or partly.  Sometimes they have 
become overgrown and sometimes the stone face has become damaged.  
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The grounds maintenance team helped by clearing away dead brambles etc from the 
more overgrown graves.  We made several interesting finds.

How did the 1985 team miss these? 
These 3 huge chest graves are on the slope near 
the wooden steps and were missed from the earlier 
project. Like most of the graves on the flat area 
above them they commemorate various members of 
the Ginger family. 

Typo 
There is a huge gravestone in the large chained area 
not far from the war memorial that commemorates 
3 members of the Batchelar family. When we 
looked closely we found that the stone mason 
had made 2 typos, if you can call carving that. If 
you look closely at the ‘A’ you can see that it was 
inserted into the row of text, presumably the stone 
mason assumed the name was spelled ‘Batchelor’. 

Mysterious steps
The grave at the top of the picture is for Robert 
John Sharratt, who died age 7 in 1957. The 
‘book’ in the foreground marks the ashes burial 
place of Elsie and Adam Sharratt, who died 
in 1972 and 1976, respectively, possibly his 
grandparents.
But why are there steps in between them? There 
don’t seem to be any more steps in the flight, 
though one of our team got out her trowel in 
best ‘Time Team’ style.
Overall Findings
• 352 graves with legible inscriptions, plus 2 

with a decorative metal cross and 9 marked 
with just a vase or surround to the grave.

• 650 people were recorded. 
• The oldest grave dated back to 1823
• Most common surname - Janes (23), then Gray (20) and Gadsden (17)
• 38 people were over 90 when they died, 3 of whom were 101. Of the 38, only 5 

were men.
• 25 children aged 5 or under were recorded, of which 16 were 1 or under.  This is 

a surprisingly small number but these are only the graves where there is a stone 
headstone; the large grassy areas throughout the graveyard signify that the majority 
of graves probably had only had a wooden headstone.

The importance of local information
A parishioner told us that there was a plaque to a lady doctor who was killed in WW2, 
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but we could not find it anywhere until we 
decided to tidy up a large grave and found 
it resting on her parents' grave. The plaque 
commemorates Captain Jean Cunison 
Nelson, who was killed in India in 1945 
whilst she was serving as a doctor. She is 
commemorated on the war memorial of 
Buckland village, where her parents were 
living when she died, but she spent most of 
her childhood in Dagnall. 
Chris Roddis

You can find out information about burials 
relating to your family by searching  www.
findagrave.com,  or by emailing our website, 
or by messaging our Facebook page. 
www.edlesboroughchurch.org.uk                            
       Friends of the Church on the Hill

The New Year found us worshipping from our homes on Zoom 
but thankfully we felt able to return to church-based services by 
the end of January.
Our first service in January was led by Fiona Arscott-Smith. Her 
cheerful and reassuring reflection focused on ‘Jesus, the Light 
of the World’. In the dark days of winter, especially during  the 

problems of the pandemic, our depression is dispelled by the bright hope invested in 
Jesus, through whom God cares and intervenes. On the following Sunday, our Covenant 
Service took place, the first time we have celebrated Communion as a congregation 
on Zoom. This inspiring occasion was prepared and led with great sensitivity by Rev 
Jenny Spouge, bringing us together to renew our relationship with God and pray for his 
blessing as a community. The week after, Roger Owers made a welcome return to our 
congregation. He emphasised the importance of adoration, praise and thanksgiving as a 
starting point for our worship. We need reminding that the ways of God are trustworthy 
and through Jesus, we have a new understanding of how to live our lives. Our final 
January Sunday service was in our church building and was led by our Minister, Rev 
Nigel Bibbings. He based his sermon on Jeremiah, a prophet who suffered because he 
had to bring unwelcome challenges to his people. Despite his message of doom, there 
was hope because he was able to bear witness to the transforming friendship of God 
which enables us. 
A Warm Invitation
We now meet in church again for our Sunday services. If you would like to join us, 
you would be very welcome. Our worship takes place in the Eaton Bray Methodist 
Church on Totternhoe Rd and starts at 10.30am. 

Eaton Bray Methodist Church
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Travelling the Mediterranean
How the year is flying by. Nearly a quarter of 
2022 done! We are still rushing around with 
plenty to do. Are you hoping to book a holiday 
this year?
A recent message at the Church was all about 
the Apostle Paul’s journeys to spread the 
gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ. What 
a busy life St. Paul led. And not too peaceful 
either with many attacks, imprisonments and 
shipwrecks! 
To some these days, a little jaunt around the 
Mediterranean might be appealing after having 
had our wings clipped by the restrictions over 
the last two years. 
So why was Paul travelling around the 
Mediterranean? 

Paul, originally known as Saul was struck down 
by a bright light, after he had been persecuting 
the Christians with great enthusiasm. Paul then 
had a firsthand encounter with the risen Lord. 
Everyone has heard about how this happened 
on the road to Damascus. In everyday language, 
people talk about having a ‘road to Damascus’ 
experience. This means a complete change of 
direction. Paul changed totally as a result of 
his experience. He was blinded for three days 

until help arrived. He then had to escape from 
Damascus in a basket lowered from the city 
walls. This was the first of his trials after his 
conversion and there were many, many more. 
Paul was born in Tarsus, a city at the north 
eastern side of the Mediterranean. He learned 
how to preach the gospel of the saving grace 
of Jesus Christ instead of tracking down and 
punishing those who believed in Jesus. The 
Roman occupation at the time had improved 
travel and communications. Paul’s specific 
calling was to preach and share this good news 
beyond Israel and to the known world at that 
time (Acts 9).
Three Missionary journeys covered a huge 
area around Turkey, Greece, Israel, Syria and 
Italy. All current holiday destinations! How life 
has changed. Very few then had the resources 
to travel for pleasure. It was dangerous. Three 
times Paul was shipwrecked. 2 Corinthians 11 
lists the many dangers he had faced including 
being arrested and imprisoned many, many 
times. We read elsewhere about his severe eye 
problems.
 This doesn’t sound like a good holiday. His 
last trip was to Rome where he was again 
imprisoned and likely later executed.  But what 
a job he had done. So many heard the Good 
News because of Paul’s unending efforts. The 
stories are all recounted in our bibles.
Our Sunday services, are now back in Church 
at 11 am.  Feel free to join us for our worship 
and song. You will get a warm welcome. For 
those unable to attend in person we also stream 
our services.
For those interested in the history of Northall 
Baptist Church, a free copy of the booklet, 
Rebels in Green Pastures can be supplied 
or downloaded from our website: http://
northallbaptistchurch.org/
Ruth Cox Tel: 07791 425625 

Northall Baptist Church
200 years and still going

A little Church with strong local links
 

  

Our recent Church Sunday table-top 
exploration of Paul's journeys..

http://northallbaptistchurch.org/
http://northallbaptistchurch.org/
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EATON BRAY – IN FABRICS

On the Road to the Carnival

This small panel shows a group of villagers waiting for the Eaton Bray Carnival to 
pass by. It was the year 2007 and the group were standing across the road from Janes 
Electrical shop in Edlesborough.
I took the photograph and enlarged it to the required size for using as a pattern. It is 
machine appliqued and quilted. It was made for the Quilters Guild of The British Isles 
Challenge for the Festival of Quilts held at the NEC. The Challenge that year was “ON 
THE ROAD …..”
I wonder if you recognise yourself.  

Medley Close Map 1979
This was another piece that I have 
wanted to make for some time. Made in 
2015 approximately, using a small map 
of the Close kept by my husband Peter, 
enlarging the map and tracing off the 
shapes as I have done before, the next 
step was to carefully choose the fabrics 
as I didn’t want to use fabrics that had 
too much of a print on them but still 
look appropriate. The strip on the right 
side of the picture has since been built 
on and some of the bungalows have had 
extensions done over the years. The red 
bungalow and garage is where I live and 
my studio is the back half of the garage 
– cleaned out and warm!                   

By Mary Mayne
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LOCAL HERALDRY
bY JOHn HOCkEY

ADELbERT WELLInGTOn CUST

In this series, we take a look around local towns and villages to find interesting 
and unusual heraldry.

Following on from the last article about the 2nd Earl Brownlow, I would now like to turn 
to his younger brother who succeeded him as the 3rd Earl in 1867. You may recall that both 
were the sons of Lady Marianne Alford, who looked after Ashridge House until they reached 
the age of maturity. Both Ashridge and the more important Belton House in Lincolnshire 
belonged to the family and Adelbert is remembered with a marble bust, coat of arms and 
florid inscription there, though the entwined ‘A’s of Adelbert and his wife Adelaide (Talbot) 
are also prominently displayed in Ashridge House.
The inscription at Belton reads as follows:
Adelbert Wellington Brownlow Cust, 
3rd Earl and 4th Baron Brownlow. 
Knight Grand Cross of the Royal 
Victorian Order, Privy Councillor, 
Lord Lieutenant of this county for 
fifty four years. Aide de Camp to 
Their Majesties Queen Victoria, 
King Edward VII, and King George 
V successively. A Colonel in Her 
Majesty’s Army and a Brigadier 
General of the Volunteer Force. Born 
19th August, 1844, died at Belton, 
17th March 1921. He was a very 
gallant and honourable gentleman.
The coat of arms shows Cust 
(Ermine on a chevron Sable three 
fountains) impaling Talbot (Gules 
a lion rampant within a bordure 
engrailed Or) with an earl’s coronet 
above. Actually the Talbot arms are 
modelled incorrectly as the bordure 
as shown is what is termed invected 
rather than engrailed, meaning the 
scalloped edge is turned the wrong 
way round.
I suspect that had the earl lived his 
eye for detail would have spotted 
that!

Sadly, John has suddenly become rather unwell, and may not be able to pen any further 
articles for a while. He hopes you have enjoyed them, and also his items on photography,  
as much as he has preparing them!
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Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742

Leighton
Aerials

    
 James B Chadburn FBHI  
  Fine Antique clocks & Barometers 
 
Specialist in repairs & 
restorations. 
 
Valuations & clock 
finding service. 
 
Advice & assistance on 
formation & disposal of 
private clock collections. 
 
Quality clocks/barometers 
Bought & sold. 
 
       Telephone 01525 221165 
          Mobile 07790 000629 
         E-mail: info@jameschadburn.com 
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‘They are like trees growing... 
      they keep on bearing fruit’

SPACES AVAILABLE
To arrange a visit please call: 01442 842473

or visit: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk  email: office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk

Dagnall C of E school is 
a nurturing and inclusive 

learning community, 
situated at the foot of the  

Chiltern Hills. 

Ofsted ‘good’ (June 2018): 
“A positive learning environment where pupils are exceptionally well cared for and nurtured.”

SIAMS (July 2018):
“The school is outstanding at meeting the needs of all learners.” 

We offer a unique, family feel where children benefit from small class sizes and 
personalised learning. We provide a creative environment where children feel safe to 

challenge themselves and to develop their love of learning.

17949 Full Page Advert-2.indd   1 17/11/2020   13:13
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DO YOU NEED FINANCIAL ADVICE?
We can help you to review your current or proposed,

Mortgages, Insurances, Pensions & Investments, Equity Release, Inheritance Tax, 
Wills and Trusts, or a general review of your current position?

‘As a mortgage is secured against your home, it may be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage 
repayments. The financial conduct authority does not regulate tax and estate planning or will planning’

Unlike some TV adverts we don’t charge a fee for equity release, so no broker fees 
added to your loan!  ‘Equity released from your home will be secured against it’

Free Will with Investments & Pensions placed through 
us of over £50,000 and within 6 months of investment

Talk to us for a free initial consultation
Toddington Independent Financial Advice Ltd is authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered office: The Stables, Griffin Farm, Conger Lane, Toddington, 

Bedfordshire, LU5 6BT 
Registration Number: 760687 Company Number: 9931606

LOCAL OFFICE: Toddington

Contact: Philip Hadlow
Tel/Fax: 01525 874100  
Mobile 07768 277 532

info@toddingtonifa.co.uk
www.toddingtonifa.co.uk

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amcclellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fleas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Office 01582 872158Let your local RHS qualified 

gardener make your garden 
beautiful, from simple 

garden maintenance to total 
redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

http://www.toddingtonifa.co.uk
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...for all your pest solutions

Peter Tong
(RSPH Level 2)

01525 220653
07958 669706

Email: peter@nimbypest.org.uk
www.nimbypest.org.uk

G E N E R A L  B U I L D I N G
N E W  H O M E S
E X T E N S I O N S

C O N S E R V A T O R I E S
A L T E R A T I O N S
B R I C K L A Y I N G

G R O U N D W O R K
P A T I O S

D I G G E R  A N D / O R  D R I V E R  F O R  H I R E

CDM Builders Ltd
07984086029

With over 20 years experience in the building 
trade

All aspects of work undertaken by our own 
professional tradesmen to a very high standard

Please contact Clive for a free quotation
T: 01525 222605    M: 07984086029

Email:  Clive.munt@hotmail.co.uk

http://www.waggingwonderful.co.uk
http://www.stotengillam.co.uk
www.nimbypest.org.uk
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All Aspects of Pressure Washing
• Roofs cleaned and coated
• Block Paving Refurbished
• Driveways/Patios/Pathway Cleaning
• Building Fascia/Cladding Cleaning
• Gutter Vacuuming 
• Fascias & Soffit Cleaning
• Graffiti/Chewing gum removal
• Conservatory Cleaning

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorscleaning.co.uk

http://www.ebvh.co.uk
http://www.greatoutdoorscleaning.co.uk
http://www.rileyaccounts.co.uk
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http://www.alltreesandhedges.com
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Dagnall based decorator with over 35 years 
experience. Free quotes, friendly and tidy
service. 

0790 179 8419
jasonowen61@hotmail.com

Jason Owen
Quality Painting & Decorating

mailto:adam%40localgutterbuster.com?subject=
mailto:pclaprepairs%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.pamperedpupsuk.com
mailto:jasonowen61%40hotmail.com?subject=


59

A warm welcome was given to the members and 
our visitor at the February meeting.

Details were given of the Spring Group Meeting, to be held at St 
Giles, Totternhoe, where Eaton Bray will be the hosts. A 'community' 
coffee morning is planned on 19th May in celebration of our WI 100th Anniversary.
Yarn Bombing items, knitted for Waddesdon Manor Christmas Display, have been returned 
to Helen. It is hoped that these items can be used as decorations, around the villages ,to 
celebrate the Platinum Jubilee.
An outing to Saville Gardens, Windsor is planned including a boat cruise and cream tea as 
part of our WI 100th celebration.

There were three speakers for the evening, Sally, Sue 
and Helen who spoke of their journey and development 
over the years into bobbin lace making. From the 16th 
century, lace was mostly made from silks, linen and 
precious metals, now in the 21st century lace is made 
from a vast range of fibres, from silk and cotton, to linen 
and rayon. Bobbin lace uses a lace pillow, bobbins, pins 
and fine thread to create beautiful types of lace. Beads 
and crystals are used as decorations. Some popular 
uses are doilies, garters, appliqués, collars, pictures, 
decorations and wedding gifts. Buckinghamshire lace 
was widely sought after, for its fine ground work and 
intricate floral patterns and was being made in Great 
Horwood. Displays of the different types of lace and 
patterns were admired. Not only do they make lace, 
but Sally has co written her first book with a second 

to follow, also designed many patterns which have been sold world wide, and taught lace 
making. Sue, another very talented bobbin lace maker, teaches classes to both adults and 
children. Helen, besides being a music teacher, finds time to create some delicate and lovely 
lace work. The members were invited to have a go, it was much more difficult than first 
thought, with a great level of concentration needed.
The competition for decorating a balloon was won by Ronnie, whose balloon complete with 
basket, depicted 'around the world in 80 days'. 
(even if she didn't realise it ).
It was a most enjoyable evening. Next months 
speaker is Rikki Harrington on Butterflies and 
Poems.
We meet on the first Monday of the month 
at 7.30pm in Eaton Bray Methodist Hall and 
would welcome any visitors who would like 
to join us. For more details please contact 
Margaret Jones on 220991.

Eaton Bray W.I.

Flowers For All Occasions
Hand Tied Bouquets

Flower Arrangements
Novelties & Gifts : Candles & Diffusers 

Tel: 01525 221920
www.edlesborough-flowers.co.uk

Email: info@edlesborough-flowers.co.uk
2 High Street Edlesborough LU6 2HS
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Landscape
Eaton Bray lies at the 
foot of the Dunstable 
Downs, themselves 
part of the Chilterns. 
As might be expected some of the soil is 
chalky but the picture is more complex 
than that. The area around the New York 
Diner, the former Plough Public House as 
well as Valance End, now in Whipsnade, 
for example has an underlying geology 
which comprises a mixture of West 
Melbury Marly Chalk Formation, laid 
down between 94 and 99 million years 
ago in the Cretaceous Period and Zig Zag 
Chalk Formation laid down at the same 
time.
The southern part of Moor End, is also 
West Melbury Marly Chalk Formation 
but with a sub soil called head, a mixture 
of clay, silt sand, gravel deposited by the 
watercourses in the area. The northern 
part of Moor End as well as Bower Lane, 
Dunstable Road and Harling Road is all 
West Melbury formation with a chalky 
subsoil but the south-east side of the 
High Street has solid geology called 
Upper Greensand Formation, a mixture 
of siltstone and mudstone laid down 
between 94 and 112 million years ago. 
The Market Place, Church Lane and 
Northall Road also lies on this formation 
but with head, once more, as the subsoil. 
Finally Totternhoe Road, the Rye and the 
northern part of the parish lies on a fourth 
type of solid geology – Gault Formation, 
a mudstone laid down between 99 and 112 
million years ago.
The church stands around 330 feet above 
sea-level whilst the Recreation Ground is 
ten feet or so lower. Rye Farm is lower still 

at around 305 feet 
whilst Honeywicke 
Cottage stands at 
about 327 ft. The 
former Moor End 

Mill is around 322 feet above sea-level but 
the highest parts of the parish are towards 
the Chilterns - Café Masala stands about 
350 feet above sea-level, Bellows Mill 
around 337 feet, Doolittle Mill nearly 
370 feet with New York Diner at 418 feet 
above sea-level with Edlesborough Hill 
standing at 434 feet..
Volume III of The Victoria County History 
for Bedfordshire was published in 1912, 
before a series of boundary changes which 
have had a cumulative effect of making 
today’s parish slightly smaller. Then the 
parish comprised 2,417 acres of which 
more than half was arable, with 664 acres 
of “rich meadows for cattle grazing”. 
Crops were wheat, barley, beans, plums 
(usually for prunes) and damsons. The 
Victoria County History remarked: “Duck 
rearing was also started about twenty or 
thirty years ago and is still kept up by 
many of the natives, but the risks being so 
great it is gradually losing its popularity”. 
In fact evidence from Quarter Sessions 
records shows that duck rearing was 
popular as far back as the 1830s.
Name
The word Eaton means “river farm”. Eaton 
Bray has numerous small streams giving 
the name the connotations of a well-
watered landscape. The Bray element was 
not added until the 15th century or later, 
the Bray family becoming Lords of the 
Manor of Eaton in 1490. The first element 
of the name has changed through history 
as shown:

Eaton Bray History 
The Parish of Eaton Bray in General

(courtesy of the Bedfordshire Archives)
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Eiton: 1086-1286
Eitona: 1086-1286
Eitun: 1156
Æiton: 1159
Etton: 1164
Ehton: 1166
Eyton: 1220-1491
Eton: 1241-1490

Administrative History
Eaton Bray is an ancient parish in the 
Manshead Hundred. It was, briefly, the 
centre of a rural district council from 
1894 to 1933. The parish is bordered 
as follows: Billington to the north; 
Stanbridge to the north-east; Totternhoe to 
the north-east and east; Whipsnade to the 
south and south-east and Edlesborough 
(Buckinghamshire) to the west and 
south-west. There have, of course, been 
small boundary changes over the years, 
the most significant of which was the 
adjustment of the county boundary with 
Buckinghamshire to run along the stream 
in Moor End meaning that Moor End 
Mill, Two Counties Mill and Summerly 
Road, amongst others, moved from Eaton 
Bray and Bedfordshire to Edlesborough 
and Buckinghamshire.
In 1985 an area of land running north 
from Dukes Avenue in Whipsnade 
was transferred from Eaton Bray to 
Whipsnade. Some small, uninhabited 
areas were also exchanged between Eaton 
Bray and Totternhoe.
Population
The Domesday Book of 1086 records 20 
villagers, 13 smallholders and 2 slaves in 
the Manor of Eaton Bray – a total of 35. 
These numbers would only count the heads 
of households so to arrive at a true figure 
for the population one needs to multiply 
this figure by at least four, suggesting a 
total population of around 140, making 
Eaton Bray a more substantial settlement 
for the time.

It looks as if Eaton Bray has always been 
one of the more populous rural parishes in 
the county as the figures below indicate. It 
is interesting to note that the only drop in 
population occurred after 1871 and lasted 
into the 1920s. An agricultural depression 
initially drive people away from the land 
to seek their living in towns and steady 
agricultural mechanisation continued 
that trend before an increasing birth rate 
began to reverse the decline. Latterly, of 
course, many villages have seen great 
expansion as the population has risen and 
people who work in towns and cities have 
chosen to move to the countryside for 
the better quality of life it affords; hence 
the population of Eaton Bray more than 
doubling between 1931 and 2011.

1801: 583
1811: 674
1821: 816
1831: 957
1841: 1,097
1851: 1,455
1861: 1,440
1871: 1,640
1881: 1,520
1891: 1,330
1901: 1,117
1911: 979
1921: 975
1931: 1,042
1951: 1,165
1961: 1,509
1971: 1,671
1981: 2,072
1991: 2,300
2001: 2,591
2011: 2,585

It helps if you imagine auto correct 
as a tiny little elf in your phone 

who’s trying so hard to be helpful 
but is in fact quite drunk
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March 2022 at the Grove
Comedy
The Adult Panto: Little Red Riding 8 Mch
Paul Merton - Impro Chums 26 Mch
Ed Gamble: Electric 27 Mch 
Popular Music
UK Pink Floyd Experience 3 Mch
80's Mania 4 Mch
The Fureys 7 Mch
Seven Drunken Nights - The Story of the 
Dubliners 11 Mch
The Nick Ross Orchestra "The GLENN 
MILLER & RAT PACK Era" 12 Mch
Thank You For The Music 17 Mch
Barbara Dickson: Time is Going Faster 18 Mch
Islands in the Stream 19 Mch
Odyssey 21 Mch

Film
Spencer (12A) 29 Mch
Mothering Sunday (15) 30 Mch
Musicals
Soul Sisters The Musical 25 Mch
Childrens Shows
Smeds & Smoos 1 - 2 Mch
Sign Along With Us 13 Mch
Dance
The Dreamboys - Too Hard to Resist 5 Mch
Dancemania Show 6 Mch
Variety
Chris Packham- Pictures From The Edge Of 
The World 16 Mch
Solve A Long A Murder 20 Mch
Ben Hart: Wonder 28 Mch

Ticket prices vary; for more information or to book, call the Box Office on 01582 60 20 80
or visit the website at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.

We haven’t panic 
cleaned for visitors in a 

while and it shows.
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As part of being an Eco church, St Mary’s is 
committed to finding ways to decrease our 
environmental impact. Recycling is one of the 
ways we can do this. Most of us will use the 
kerbside recycling bins. What happens to the 
stuff we bin and how can we help to make the 
process better? I spoke to Lee to find out. 
Hi, my name is Lee and I work for Cawleys 
which is a privately owned waste management 
and recycling company based in Luton. I work 
in the engineering department helping to keep 
all the machinery we use running efficiently 
and I’m here today to help explain the recycling 
process.
Joy: Can you explain the recycling process once 
it is collected from our bins.
Lee: All recyclable waste will be taken to a 
facility equipped to sort it out into its different 
individual properties. Cardboard will be sorted 
one way, plastics and paper another and so 
on. This is done by using computer-controlled 
sorting machines which identifies each type 
of waste and then uses jets of air to separate 
them - or by people who sort by hand what the 
machines can’t do.
I’ve attached a link to show everyone the 
recycling process in action. This video is from 
the Cawley recycling plant in Luton. https://
youtu.be/NQayQRX9Tys
Joy: Is there anything made of glass which we 
shouldn’t put in the Kerbside glass collection? 
If so, why?
Lee: Nearly all glass is infinitely recyclable 
except for Pyrex and sheet glass from windows 
etc. Pyrex or sheet glass should be either put 
in the general waste or disposed of separately. 
The reason is that they have been treated with 
chemicals to give them a higher melting point 
so they will not melt down like ordinary bottles 
or glass jars do when they get to the recycling 

facility. They will contaminate the process and 
make that batch of glass unusable.
Joy: Does everything have to be washed out & 
clean before putting it in the recycling? What if 
there is a bit of food on it?
What happens if I put something in which can’t 
be recycled? Will it ruin the whole collection?
Lee: Yes, everything should be washed of food 
residue before being put in the recycling bin. 
Food residue will contaminate the material and 
render the batch worthless for re-use. The same 
applies to non-recyclable materials that have 
been mixed in. 
Joy: What is the best way to recycle tin foil? 
Should it be scrunched into a ball?
Lee: Tin foil can be put in the recycling bin. It 
just has to be free of food residue just like all 
other types of recyclables.
Joy: What should I do with old clothing that is 
not good enough for the charity shop?
Lee: Old clothing, curtains and duvets can be re-
used in many ways so it’s well worth the effort 
to recycle them. If the items are of no use to a 
charity shop, they can be taken to local clothes 
banks or specialist clothing recycling centres. 
Items not fit for direct re-use are broken down 
and used again as padding in new items such as 
chairs or car seats, or can be turned into cleaning 
cloths or industrial blankets.
Joy: What can I do about the supermarkets who 
sell so much in wrapping that is not able to be 
recycled (especially fruit and veg)?
Lee: Everyone has a responsibility to help make 
the world we live in sustainable ways, and that 
includes our supermarkets.
Many thanks Lee for giving us that insight into 
the recycling process, and enabling us to do our 
bit for the environment.
Revd Joy Cousans

Recycling

Note from editor. Please be aware Focus magazine uses recyclable paper 
sourced from sustainable forests.

https://youtu.be/NQayQRX9Tys
https://youtu.be/NQayQRX9Tys
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Easy Teriyaki Chicken
By Esther Clark, courtesy of BBC goodfood www.bbcgoodfood.com

Try this easy, sticky Asian-
style teriyaki chicken for a 
speedy weeknight supper – 
it takes just 20 minutes to 
make! Serve it with sticky 
rice and steamed greens.
Prep 5 mins, Cook 15 mins, 
Serves 4
Ingredients
2 tbsp toasted sesame oil
6 skinless and boneless chicken thighs, 
sliced
2 large garlic cloves, crushed
1 thumb-sized piece ginger, grated
50g runny honey
30ml light soy sauce
1 tbsp rice wine vinegar
1 tbsp sesame seeds, to serve

4 spring onions, shredded, to 
serve
sticky rice, to serve
steamed bok choi or spring 
greens, to serve
Method
Heat the oil in a non-stick 

pan over a medium heat. Add the chicken 
and fry for 7 mins, or until golden. Add 
the garlic and ginger and fry for 2 mins. 
Stir in the honey, soy sauce, vinegar and 
100ml water. Bring to the boil and cook 
for 2 - 5 mins over a medium heat until 
the chicken is sticky and coated in a thick 
sauce.
Scatter over the spring onions and sesame 
seeds, then serve the chicken with the rice 
and steamed veg.

Quick & Easy Tiramisu
By Chelsie Collins, courtesy of BBC goodfood www.bbcgoodfood.com

Condensed milk is the 
secret to this super snappy 
Italian dessert. Coffee and 
chocolate are a classic 
combo, simply layer them 
up and enjoy.
Prep 15 mins, plus 1 hour 
chilling, Serves 2.
Ingredients
3 tsp instant coffee granules
3 tbsp coffee liqueur (or Camp Chicory & 
Coffee Essence)
250g tub mascarpone
85g condensed milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
4-6 sponge fingers
1 tbsp cocoa powder

Method
Mix the coffee granules with 
2 tbsp boiling water in a large 
jug and stir to combine. Add 
the coffee liqueur and 75ml 
cold water. Pour into a shallow 
dish and set aside.

Make the cream layer by beating the 
mascarpone, condensed milk and vanilla 
extract with an electric whisk until thick 
and smooth.
Break the sponge fingers into two or three 
pieces and soak in the coffee mixture for 
a few secs. Put a few bits of the sponge in 
the bottom of two wine or sundae glasses 
and top with the cream. Sift over the cocoa 
and chill for at least 1 hr before serving.

Quick & Easy Recipes
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Indoor nets are being well attended and will continue on Tuesdays at 
Dunstable Town Cricket Club. 6-7 for under 11s 7-8 for under 13s and 
under 15s and 8-9 for seniors. There are also nets for under 9s from 6-7 at 
Vandyke School on Thursdays.
The club are in talks with Cricket East on setting up a Ladies Softball Cricket Team 
which will hopefully take off during the season.  
Beds Sunday League fixtures are out. 

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

May 1st Langford 2nds away
May 15th Offley & Stopsley away

May 22nd Ickwell 2nds away
June 12th Waresley away 

June 19th Old Warden home
June 26th Harrold home

July 3rd Queens Park 3rds home
July 10th Bedford 2nds home

July 17th Offley & Stopsley home
July 24th Harrold away

July 31st Queens Park 3rds away
August 7th Langford 2nds home
August 14th Bedford 2nds away
August 21st Old Warden away

August 28th Ickwell 2nds home
September 4th Waresley home

Eaton Bray Cricket Club are always on the hunt for new players of any age ability or 
gender. We run 2 senior teams in the FCCL on Saturdays and 1 in the Beds Sunday 
League. We also have a side in the newly formed Village T20 League played midweek. 
The club have a very good junior section with 6 teams at age group U9 2xU11 2xU13 
and u15.  
The club would like to thank our sponsors 
Meadow Marquees, ECL Howard Watson 
Smith LLP, Topps Tiles, SMSS Ltd and the 
Focus Magazine for their continued support.
If you would like to be part of  a progressive 
family friendly club please contact us via 
Facebook or Twitter @EatonBrayCC.
Please enjoy your cricket with Eaton Bray 
in 2022. 

Eaton Bray 
Cricket Club

(Est 1914)
2 Teams FCCL 

1 Team Beds Sunday League
1 Team Village T20 League

6 Junior Teams U15 2xU13 2 x 
U11 U9

Good on & off field facilities

Come and join a family friendly 
& progressive cricket club. 

For more information 
contact us on Facebook 

& Twitter  
@EatonBrayCC                      

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Winners

January 2022
£25  Eric Pratt  no. 18
£10  Debbie Dunstan  no. 55

February 2022
£25  Richard Chown  no. 82
£10  Glen Hearn  no. 108
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by Meadow Marquess, ECL 
Howard Watson Smith LLP, Tops Tiles 
and SMSS Ltd
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Opening hours
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4.30pm

Saturday 9:30am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 2pm

Find us on social media - The Westrope Butchery
Local farmers & family butchers

17 The Rye
Eaton Bray

LU6 2BQ
07805 082787

Owners, Teresa and Pete, 
live in Eaton Bray

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk
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• Residential Mortgages 
• Buy to Let 
• Commercial Mortgages 
• Equity Release 
• Life Assurance 
• Local Knowledge 
• Bespoke Personal Service 
• Fee Free Advice 
Contact: 
emma@everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

Tel: 01525 222928 
www.everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

 
Every Mortgage Solution Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
Registration Number 837504. Company registration No. 04351192 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

• Residential Mortgages 
• Buy to Let 
• Commercial Mortgages 
• Equity Release 
• Life Assurance 
• Local Knowledge 
• Bespoke Personal Service 
• Fee Free Advice 
Contact: 
emma@everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

Tel: 01525 222928 
www.everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

 
Every Mortgage Solution Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
Registration Number 837504. Company registration No. 04351192 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

• BOILER INSTALLATIONS WITH A 10 YEAR WARRANTY

• BOILER SERVICE & MAINTENANCE • CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS

• BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS • POWER FLUSHING

• LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES

DAVID SANDERS
07917054045

INFO@PARAMOUNTPLUMBING.CO.UK

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION

T: 07917 054045
E: INFO@PARAMOUNTPLUMBING.CO.UK

mailto:info%40paramountplumbing.co.uk?subject=Focus%20magazine%20advert%20enquiry
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BESPOKE DINING  
& LIVING FURNITURE 

Unit 12 Eden Way, Pages Industrial Estate, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4TZ 
Tel: 01582 663 673  Email: info@calvicollections.co.uk 

www.calvicollections.co.uk 

Family business made in the UK

http://www.ouzelcontracting.co.uk
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KCS Services

Jeremy Long
07798 650895      01525 797045

Jerrylong2601@gmail.com

Cleaning Floor Specialists
Carpets and Upholstery

Professional Window Cleaners
Reach and Wash System

Jet Washing
Commercial & Domestic

25 Years Experience

Get in touch - @KCSServices_

Scan the code below 
to visit our Website

~ 07849 958200 ~
aaronsimsy@yahoo.com 

FREE QUOTES 

DESIGN

INSTALLATION 

TESTING 

FRIENDLY & AFFORDABLE
SERVICE

www.cmwgas.com
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Come for Coffee at
St Mary’s, Eaton Bray

For a warm welcome 
and a cheering cuppa

each month in
St Mary’s Church

Eaton Bray
10.30am – midday

1st Saturday of each month
(except July – 2nd Saturday)

www.nevillefuneralservice.com
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www.yournewboiler.com
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FREE boiler  
service with  

every power flush 
this winter

THE KEY REASONS FOR A POWER FLUSH ARE:

• Radiators not heating up properly
• Cold spots on radiators

• Remove the build up of black sludge (magnetite)
• After having a powerflush the system runs more efficiently
• The system components work more freely and last longer

• Reduction in fuel bills

The equipment we use is a Kamco power flush with inline Magnetic filters.
Chemicals are used to break down the magnetite in the system  

and once cleaned out we use a system inhibitor to protect the system.

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK
OFFICE 01494818983  

JUSTIN  Mob 07770918101  Justin@prmechanical.co.uk 

JASON  Mob 07817470322  Jason@prmechanical.co.uk

All major credit 
cards accepted

 WORTH £75 

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

• General Plumbing 
• Bolier Servicing / Breakdowns / Aga & Rayburn Servicing

• Full Boiler Installs & System Upgrades

We work on Oil, LPG & Natural Gas - We are members of Gas Safe & OFTEC

CONTACT JUSTIN        
 Mobile 07770 918101       Office 01525 220262       Email justin@prmechanical.co.uk

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK

P U R S S E L L
R A N D A L L
M E C HAN I CAL S E RVI C E S LTD
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www.cherrytreesdental.com
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A committee run pre-school
set in Dagnall Village Hall for
children aged 2 to school age

We operate five mornings
a week from 9:15 - 12:15

If you think your child would be happy here please phone our Pre-School Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342
www.dagnallunderfives.co.uk

Ofsted Comments
• Staff are consistently kind and caring

which supports children to develop
confidence and resilience

• Teaching is consistently good and children’s
safety is given the highest priority

• Children learn good manners and know
how to treat each other with respect
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www.thebellinstudham.co.uk
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mailto:kevin.stanbridge%40sjpp.co.uk?subject=
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LOCKERS PARK“Lockers Park prepares 
boys for success in the 

modern world.” 
Tatler Schools Guide

 

 Excellent results     Enthusiasm for life 
A purposefully small prep school for boys aged 4-13 | Boxmoor, Hertfordshire

Regular Stay & Play Sessions throughout the year.

Visit lockerspark.co.uk to book.

Join a Stay & Play Session
Children and their parents are welcome to join a fun  
lesson and play time in our Pre-Prep and meet  
our Reception Teacher and Headmaster.

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to visit the USA...
• We work with specialist companies to tailor-make the holiday to your requirements
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us

01442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 890265

www.lockerspark.co.uk
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Your Photos

Waterfall between Eaton Bray 
and Edlesborough
by John Hockey

Foggy Morning down The Rye 
by Sally Siddons

Damson Orchard, Eaton Bray
by Richard Woodhead
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During the cold, dark, wet months it is very 
easy to pick up bad habits such as slouching, 
slumping and forgetting to exercise. So, put a 
spring back into your step with a few simple 
postural exercises. 
Good posture involves keeping your body in 
correct alignment by maintaining your natural 
curves in sitting, standing and walking. Try 
following these 4 simple steps to help improve 
posture, as well as minimise the stress and strain 
on muscles, joints and discs.
1. Try to stand as tall as you can - this will make you look longer, leaner, fitter and thinner.
2. Push your shoulders down and back - this reduces the possibility of shoulder and neck 

pain. Imagine you are opening up the front of the chest wall, not standing to attention!
3. Pull your lower tummy muscle in - only try to hold with 20% effort. This helps to improve 

the tone of your tummy muscles and improve your core stability.
4. Strike the heels to the ground and the toes-off all the way - this helps to employ the full gait 

(walking) cycle.
Try to carry out these tips daily and soon it will 
become second nature.  Why not add some 
exercise into your daily life – take the stairs 
instead of the lift and park at the furthest point in 
the supermarket car park.
If you have any aches or pains or feel you would 
benefit from physiotherapy, please contact:

St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Spring Clean Your Body

Edlesborough 
Baptist Church

All are welcome to our 11am 
service every Sunday

Keep up to date by visiting:
www.edlesboroughbaptist.wix.

com/home

Find us on Facebook @gbce2014

Vinyasa Yoga
Thursday evenings 

(starting 3rd March) 
7:30-8:30pm

The Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray 
Term time only (Bucks dates)

Contact: 07969 315384 
eleanorlangton@outlook.com 

Some call it multi-tasking, I 
call it doing something else why 
I try to remember what I was 

doing in the first place.
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Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)
Weather Conditions for January 2022

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West
The first eleven days of January were unsettled, followed by a period of high pressure 
bringing dry spells almost to the end of the month. From the 12th to the 21st, we had frosty 
mornings with some fog, mist and sunny days. On the 22nd, the frosty mornings had gone 
and, by the 29th, the daytime temperature had reached 12.5°c. Storm Malik brought windy 
conditions, followed by Storm Corrie which gave us the highest wind speed of the month at 
42mph on the 31st. The highest January temperature was 14.2°c, recorded on the 1st.
The highlight of the month was the lack of rain with only 22.4mm, which is only 29% of the 
Dagnall monthly average. This made it a very dry month, but we did have more sunshine 
than normal. That compares to January 2021 when we recorded 124.0mm of rain and 2014 
when we had 160.6mm.
On the chart below, you’ll see we had seventeen rain days (blue column), even though it 
rained for only seven days. This is because of frost melting on the rain gauge on some days, 
equating to 0.2mm of moisture.

January 2022 Temperatures and Low Rain Fall

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15mins, this site forecast and much more, visit: www.
dagnallweather.co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to 
contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883. Dagnall weather 
now has an app for your iPad & iPhone!  Just go to the apple store, search for Wunderstation and follow 
the instructions to Dagnall Weather Station. Now updated every minute. 

  
 
 High Date/Time  Low Date/Time 
Temperature: 14.2c  1 Jan 12.30  ‒ 4.1c 6Jan 05.30 
Mean Temperature 4.5c     
Dewpoint:  11.9c  1 Jan 03.00  ‒ 4.8c 6 Jan 05.30 
Humidity:  98%  28 Jan 22.30  77% 13 Jan 19.00 
Barometer:   1041.6mb  13 Jan 00.30  991.3 mb  Jan 15.30 
Wind Speed  42mph NW 31 Jan 10.00  Months avg. 5.0mph   
Wind Chill: 12.4c 1 Jan 12.30  ‒ 5.8c  6 Jan 06.30 
Dominant Wind:  W      

Rainfall       *T= total rain days and moisture. R= Actual rain 
*Rain Days:17(T), 9(R)  Wettest Day 2 Jan  5.41 mm 0.213ins 
Monthly Rain: Total  January  2021  22.4 mm 0.882 ins 
Yearly Rain:  Total  1 Month  22.4 mm 0.882 ins 
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Down the Lane
February 8th and the winter aconites have 
attracted a honey bee! I saw only one but 
the temperature was 12°C which bees need 
to leave the hive. Several other flowers are 
blooming - hellebores, snowdrops, winter 
box, scilla and a few early daffodils to tempt 
other pollinators.
I have decided to make a new border next to a 
yew hedge. At the end of it is an elm sapling, 
a variety resistant to Dutch Elm Disease, 

which was given to me and is growing 
well. There are still elms growing in our 
roadside hedge but they reach a certain 
size and then succumb to disease.
I’m excited about planning the border 
because I’ve never tried garden design 
before. In the past I’ve just added 
plants to existing planting schemes. 
My first decision is colour. I have some 
pale yellow dahlias which come from 
the tuber I was given to celebrate the 
Bedfordshire WI’s centenary. These 
gave me the idea of a colour scheme of 

yellows, blues, purples, whites and grey. I grew an artichoke in the vegetable garden 
last year which was far too big for where it was planted but I thought the grey foliage 
would look very striking at the back of the border as well as having blue-purple flowers 
and artichokes to eat!
Other blues would be delphiniums, eringiums and alliums. Irises grow well in the 
garden and different varieties give a long season starting with the miniatures which are 
flowering now and going on to the bearded iris later.
Rushing Stream is a groundcover rose with white flowers which I think would look 
pretty at the front of the border. Salvias 
flower all summer and would be a good 
addition as well as Michaelmas daisies 
and chrysanths for autumn colour. I’m still 
thinking about shrubs. I like pittosporum 
and Viburnums which flower on bare 
branches in the winter.
I now need to start sowing seeds and 
splitting plants that I already have. I might 
even manage to label the plants as they go 
into the border!
Sally Taylor

The site of the new border

Iris ungularis

Snowdrops and winter aconites.
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Salvation Sound

This picture is Rembrandt’s 
interpretation of The Return of the 
Prodigal Son. It is a striking picture, 
detailing so much, that Henri 
Nouwen (a Dutch Christian writer) 
spent four hours pondering over it 
where it hangs in the Hermitage 
Museum, St Petersburg.
The father’s embrace is warm, the 
son is repentant, the bystanders are 
non-committal. Those are three simple phrases 
that I can see as I look on it.
In every translation of the Bible, the account of 
Luke 15:11-32 is entitled ‘The Prodigal Son’. We 
read about a younger son who asked his father 
for his inheritance; he travelled far spending his 
inheritance on wild living; his friends dropped 
away when his money went; he reached 
desperation point and went to feed pigs; he came 
to his senses and returned to his father; his father 
welcomed him back as a son and a party was 
thrown to the disgust of the elder brother. In just 
a few phrases that is the story. The story of The 
Prodigal Son.
We have grown up with that story, we have grown 
up calling it, ‘The Prodigal Son’. A few years ago, 
I read Henri Nouwen’s book, ‘The Return of the 
Prodigal Son’, and he puts a completely different 
emphasis on it! (If anyone would like to borrow 
the book to read, please ask.) The emphasis is to 
call it ‘The Welcoming Father’. When I first read 
that, I realised that it is a huge mind-shift. From 
‘The Prodigal Son’ to ‘The Welcoming Father’, 
it is the difference between north and south, the 
difference between rich and poor. It turns our 
attention from the negative to the positive. From 
that time on, I have renamed the story, ‘The 
Welcoming Father’. 
Of course, we understand that being a parable 
there is a deep meaning behind it. It speaks of us 
and everyone else; the times when we are reckless, 
or far away from God. Yet, our God waits for 

us, loves us unconditionally and 
receives us with the warmest of 
welcomes when we decide to go 
back to Him. The Father says to 
us:
“Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.” So they began to 
celebrate.  (Luke 15 verses 23-24)  

Let us always remember that our God is always 
ready to receive us. Let’s focus on the positives 
and the negatives will disappear.
Song 
Lord, I come to you,
Let my heart be changed, renewed,
Flowing from the grace that I found in you.
And Lord, I’ve come to know
The weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the power of your love.
Hold me close,
Let your love surround me.
Bring me near, draw me to you side.
And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle,
And I will soar with you,
Your Spirit leads me on in the power of your love. 
(Geoff Bullock)
Prayer
God, our Father, we come to You through Jesus, 
our Saviour and Lord. We thank You that Your 
arms of love are wide open to accept us whenever 
we fail You and ask for forgiveness. We ask that 
You will bless us today as we approach in prayer 
the welcoming Father. 
We ask that you will be with those who suffer 
or mourn. We continue to pray for those in 
Afghanistan, that You will keep them safe. Bless 
those who have been displaced and are now living 
in a strange land, far from their homes.
We ask You to be with us today. AMEN.
Allison Gaudion (Major)



Quality Garage Doors

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in steel, timber 
and fibreglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fitted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



www.janesltd.co.uk
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